
tMichae! {jaricoits was a 'Basque,from the :Frencfiregion of the Pyrenees.
1fe was 130mon the 15tfi J'LpriC1797 in tlie hamlet of Ibatre. %ic!iaeC was
ordained apriest on the 20 December 1823 ana was appointed curate at Cam60
not far from 'Bayonne.

It is interesting to note tfiat wfiiCe%ic!iaeC was sti{{ stuaying for tlie
priesthood. tfie 'Bishop asf<:!-afiim to teacfi at tliejunior Seminary at Latressore.
Here St. %ic!iaeCwas very mucfi loued.6y tlie pupils and staff at tIie seminary.
So it was not surprising tfiat after two years as curate at Cam60 Fr- %ic!iaeC
was sent to 'Betharram.to teacfi PfiiCosopfiy.'Betfiarram sisuated at tIiefoothiCCs
of tIie Pyrenees, is an ancient shrine of Our Laay.

'Wlien in 1833 tIie Bishop ciosed his seminary at 'Betharram :Fr.%ic!iaeC
was Ieft. to carefor tIie shrine ana its many pifgrims. 'Ihis a({owecf%ic!iaeC to
fulfiCChis dream, to start a congregation of Priests ana 'Brothers. 'Ihe tiisI( of
tfiis congregation, wfiicfi was dedicated. to the Sacred.Jieart, was to evangefize
tfie people tfirougfi missions ana to teacfi tIie young a Christian way of Cife.'Ihe
idea: :Fr.%ic!iaeCpiaced before his Congregation was tfie very programme of
the Sacred.Heart: 'Wfien entering this u/orid;Jie said "Here I am, Ofi {joa to do
Your unil". (1fe6. 1O:5-7)

'Betharrani is eigfit miles from. Lourdes ana is situated on tlie same river.
"'Wlien 'Fr. %ic!iaeCIeamt tfie details of tlie apparitions from 'Bdrnadette lie
immediatelu recoqnized their reaCity. 'Ihis is in contrast to most 'Bishops ana
priests of tfie area wfio did not recognize tlie apparitions for Congtime. 'Despite
his personai certainty :Fr.%ic!iaeCremained discreet ana prudent. Jie did.not
go on pi{grimage to Lourdes untiC the /Bishop recoqnized. the apparitions on tIie
13thJanuary 1862.

'Did.%ic!iaeC s understandinq of Our Biessed. Ladi;' s cftsigns at Lourdes
come[rom his great Coveana deootioti to Mary, tfie Motlier of {joa ana our
%otfier? Many times auring the aay:Fr. %ic!iaeCcould be seen saying a decade
or so of tfie rosary. St. %ic!iaeCaiea on the 14thMay 1863 at 30'cCocl(in tfie
morning. %is was tfie time fie used to start tiis aay 6y saying tIie wfioCerosary
of Our 'Blessed.Lacfy.
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J'Ldeacon.is someone wfio serves. 9-f.e fu£fiJs in aspeciaf
way the. example of Jesus wfio said that 'the Son oj Man
came' not to be served but to serve '. J'Lt the Cast supper
Jesus gave compeCfingwitness to this by wasfiing the jeet
of his disciples.

It is not fashionable among peopCe toc£ay to want to
be called.a setuant: tfiey wouU mucfi ratfier be caffea 'boss'
or 'Ceacftr'.'Butit is in service that we fituf our true destinq,
ana realize our ca«ing. {joa put us on this earth to serve
our brothers ana sisters, with aCcour talents ana aCcour
energy. In cfoing this we buiid' up his I(jngcfom here on
earth.

J'Ldeacon does this by serving {joa's peopCewith his
attentiveness to tfie poor ana tfie weak.t by making it easier
for tfiem to I(now goa's Coveana mercy. J{e serves with
his explanation. of the scriptures, with his attention to
the sick and. with his CiturgicaCministry.

'But in thefamiCy of 'Beiharrant there is an additionai
dimension. It is part of our famiCy spirit or charism. to be

I··· dose to the needy, houieuer defined. J'Ltufa deacon. in the
,: famiCy of 'Betharrani wiCC aCways remember this.
St.%ic!iaeC ourfouncfer never stopped being a servant of

.~ ". those on the eages, right to the end' of his Cife,ana even if
P•.• J; ."IUl/,; one of our deacons were one c£ayto become apope fie wouU
~ 1\v never ceases to be a servant.

IJvfaygoa fi!£ our new deaconswitli a true spirit of service.
!Jr ..9l.ustin SCJ
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