unity in cooperation with the laity, unity
in the pooling of our goods; these three
themes were to be further developed in
the different messages from the General
Council, in articles in the NEF and in inter-
national meetings.

The following Councils of the Congre-
gation in Bethlehem in 1995 and Bethar-
ram in 1997 returned to the theme of uni-
ty, making use of the image of the family,
a theme dear to Betharramite tradition,
using themes like “The Family en route”
and the “Family in Ongoing Formation”.

Meanwhile two projects were emerg-
ing, common to the whole Congregation:
the “Ratio Studiorum” and the Formation
of the Young. The result was the birth
of an International Team for Formation.
The 1999 General Chapter decided on
the creation of Regions; this was a new
departure taken by the Congregation.
This Regionalisation of the Congregation
responds to an ever urgent demand for
unity and sharing: unity and sharing of
manpower, resources, formation, anima-
tion and economy.

In his report to the Chapter the Supe-
rior General speaking about the meaning
of the Regions said:

+ Organization & Animation: “We can
have a different view of the authority
and function of the Government which
has been elected, principally with its au-

Societas S™ Cordis Jesu
BETHARRAM

®

thority to animate the Family; the whole
work of the General Councillors will be to
animate, receive, keep, develop and con-
struct the charismatic and missionary uni-
ty in the different Regions’.

« Formation: “Have a single novitiate
in each Region, as a first step.. Amongst
the other advantages | think it would be
important to create, at the beginning of
formation, a mentality, a life style, [..] an
availability specific for Religious Life and
especially that of our Family. This means
that we must not begin simply by talking
about internationality, nor even to write
about it; but we must really try to under-
stand cultures other than our own; [...] this
would result in an enrichment and an en-
hancement of individuals but also of our
charism itself.

+Mission: “Let communities be opened
and situated where our charism is need-
ed so that the identity of the charism and
the mission may be respected.

Right from the beginning Regionali-
zation looked like a long process; from
the project to its implementation, two
other General Chapters will be necessa-

ry..

by Roberto Cornara

To be continued »
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A WORD FROM THE SUPERIOR GENERAL

Our service in the Church
The Rule of Life of 1969 already distinguished

e ? between the mission and the apostolic ministries
In thlS 1ssue in two distinct chapters, chapter 2 and chapter 7;
Page 3 ¢ St Michael wrote... this distinction is taken up again in chapters 2 and

5. By mission we mean the Church'’s evangelising
task so that all mankind may come to know
Jesus Christ. This unique mission reaches its
fulfilment in the different activities inside and
outside Christian communities.

In a short article in the NEF in 1968, Fr
Duvignau, having explained the charism,
continued by clarifying the spirituality and the
mission: by taking a look at the History of the
Congregation, he noted that“Betharram hasn't
a specific work!” To begin with there were the
popular missions and education; from 1910
onwards animation of parishes appeared at the
same time as responsibility for seminaries. Having
no specific work means that the identity of Betharram
is not linked to good works. Having no specific work
can also mean that any good work can be linked with
the charism. And even if at some point in time a certain
work has to be abandoned Betharram doesn't lose her
raison d'etre. St Michael says so in his own way in a
guotation from “Maitre Spirituel” p. 399, which resumes

Page 4 » Animation Sheet Nr. 2
Page 5 ¢ A meeting that changes Life
Page 7 5 min with the community
of Bethlehem-Nazareth

Page 11 ¢ t Brother Fernand
Fonquerle

Page 12 ¢ Bird’s eye view of the
Congregation

Page 15 e A History of the
General Chapters of the Betharram
Congregation (10)




article 15 in the Rule.

So for example communities today
exist around Social Services which is
something new for the Congregation: the
Care Home for the elderly in Betharram or
the Family Home in Monteporzio for the
care of Aides patients, the dispensary at
Niem and the St Michael Garicoits Centre
in Buar which is also for the care of Aids
patients in the Central African Republic.

The pre Vatican |l constitutions
stated in Article 3: “The main activities for
members of this Institute are: preaching
the Word of God (missions, retreats etc):
the Christian education of the youth, the
rights of the Holy See being safeguarded in
everything concerning seminaries.”

The 1969 Rule of Life, chapter 7
entitled “Apostolic Activities” mentions
five distinct missionary fields: 1. The
mission and the poor; 2. The mission in
schools; 3. Parishes and other pastoral
activities; 4. Ecumenism; 5. The mission to
non Christian countries.

The 2012 Rule of Life, chapter VI
entitled “Our Service in the Church”
mentions three domains: 1. Our
priorities: service of the local Church (114),
proximity to every human being in his/
her different forms of poverty. 2. Fields of
activity: Pastoral care of the young (117);
Educational mission (118 - 120); Pastoral
care of the family (121); Parish ministry
(122 - 123); spiritual animation and
accompaniment (124); promotion of the
human being (125); first evangelisation
(126); ecumenism (127); Interreligious
dialogue, encounter of cultures (128 - 129);
3. Criteria for discernment of activities
(130-135).
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Missionary activities have become
more and more diversified. Some have
a long history in the Congregation, for
example education, first evangelisation,
social promotion. Others are part of the
Church in today’s world, for example
ecumenism, interreligious dialogue
and encounter of cultures.  Finally
there are those which stem from what
is happening in the Church today:
the pastoral care of the youth, the
family or the animation and spiritual
accompaniment. These latter can be
put into practice in any classical activity:
the parish, the college, as is the case for
our young religious Brothers who are
used to spiritual accompaniment having
had a good experience of it during their
own formation. Actually the religious
are sensitive to other experiences for
example the service of the local Church,
choice for the poor. It even directs
the missionary choices of some of the
Vicariates.

“To this end (of being faithful servants
of the Gospel) the whole Congregation,
by its General and Regional Chapters,
continually discerns the choices, the
orientations and methods of our various
ministries. In community and vicariate
we periodically examine the validity of
our apostolic works” (art 19); the art of
discernment is part of our life style so
that we cling to nothing and that we feel
free to respond to the new and urgent
needs in the Church and in the world.
So as to help us in this operation, the
criteria are laid down stemming as they
do from our charism and our life style
(arts 130 - 135). We must be vigilant and

A HISTORY OF THE GENERAL CHAPTERS

CONGREGATION OF THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS OF BETHARRAM

10 - The General Chapters of the last years

In his report to the 1993 General
Chapter, Fr Sheridan said:“We mustn't be-
come a Federation of little Betharramite
Congregations”. This is perhaps the result
to which the earlier stages of the story
had brought the Congregation. United in
spirit but very broken up, with a General
Council linked by our Constitutions to the
decisions and will of each of the Provin-
cials but without the power, both legal
and real, to pool human resources.

The task of carrying out the legal sub-
division of the Congregation reached its
summit at the end of the 1970s and the
following decade, when the legal auton-
omy for administration and management
was accorded to the remaining national
realities which previously had been linked
to other Provinces; this gave birth to the
Vice-Province of Paraguay and the Gen-
eral Delegations of Uruguay, Spain and
the Holy Land, fruits of the decisions tak-
en at the General Chapters of 1975, 1981
and 1987. This resulted in the dispersion
of the Institute into several large or small
unities, each jealous of its own autonomy
and above all of its own resources.

The desire for unity was still very much
alive within the Congregation; it became
more evident from the 1970s onwards,
thanks to the initiatives for sharing hu-
man and spiritual resources on the part of
the religious: from 1978 Refresher Courses
in the Holy Land; in 1985 a study session
in Betharram for the 150 anniversary of

2005: Habemus Papam
et... Superiorem Generalem...!

the foundation of the Congregation; the
E.LAB. (Latin American meetings) from
1986; in 1990 Euro-Betharram in Colico
and the different international meetings
of young students both in South America
and Europe.

An important decision was taken at
the 1987 General Chapter, where, for the
first time since 1903 the opening of a new
missionary field was decided for India;
this was going to be an international area
of cooperation between the different
forces and resources present at that time
in the Institute.

No sooner was the new Superior
General elected, Francesco Radaelli, than
the Council of the Congregation at Tri-
uggio named the objective as “United
towards the Future”; this unity was to
be concentrated on unity in formation,
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2012 ANNIVERSARIES

o' | 15 | Feliz cumpleanos Hno Alberto Zaracho
(WH]
m | 16 Joyeux anniversaire P. Narcisse Zaolo
E ‘ 17| Feliz cumpleafios Ho. Alfredo Alfonso
(>D | 18 | Buon compleanno F. Claudio Mantegazza
Z | 22 | Happy birthday Br. Liam Finucane
23 | Happy birthday Br. Arul Gnana Prakash Joseph
[z Buon compleanno P. Giacomo Spini
26 | Feliz cumplearios P. Giancarlo Monzani
Happy birthday Fr. Chaiyot Charoenkun
28 | Happy birthday Fr. Dominic Innamorati
Buon compleanno P. Ercole Ceriani
29 | Happy birthday Fr. Kriangsak Kitsakunwong
Br. Jesurai Mariadas
‘ 30 | Buon compleanno P. Andrea Antonini
(aed 1| Buon compleanno P. Francesco Radaelli
IEEI Feliz cumpleaios P. Dario Silvero
E ‘ 2 Joyeux anniversaire F. Emile Garat
t-l) 3 | Happy birthday Fr. Stervin Selvadass Fernando
() Bom aniversario Fr. Biju Anthony Panthalukkaran
Ir. Luiz Henrique Ribeiro
41 60 ans de profession P. Dominique Etcheverria
P. André Lacaze
6 | Joyeux anniversaire P. Benat Oyhénart
11| Buon compleanno P. Luigi Speziale
Happy birthday Fr. Pascal Ravi
N
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not let ourselves be swept off our feet by
apostolicactivities. We are responsible for
the spirit in which we fulfil our mission.
The Lord is master of the harvest and of
the vineyard, and we are his servants,
sometimes useless servants. The aim of
our apostolic activities is to make Jesus
known and loved and help him to be
followed so that the Kingdom of God may
grow in the Church and in the world. We
are not working to feel good and to be at
ease. We must become useless servants,
sometimes suffering humiliation so that
the Lord and his Kingdom may be clearly
seen. The mission will not be realised
without apostolic activities, no more
than apostolic activities can wear out the
mission. Sometimes we are mistaken on
this point by the healthy appearances
of our good works. Apostolic activities,
however urgent they may be, are not self
justified. They have their foundations in
our experience of faith and our following
of Jesus Christ. Heiis the source and end of
our pastoral work. If there is no reference

Jesus Christ is the source and the end of
our pastoral work

[ - ‘ 3 e hy
b JOSE 000 o0
What ig thig steadfastnese which we have spoken so much about? l¢ it thie great

to Him, all our efforts are useless! Just
as the witness of our Congregation is
not useless, as we proclaim that Jesus
Christ is “the unique necessary’, and the
witness of our communities, as they
declare that it is only through him that
new interpersonal relations are possible
combining unity with respect for the
differences. (Cf Rule of Life art 112; VC
72b).

Gaspar Fernandez Pérez, sc)

St Michael, Garicoils wrote..

OTOOU 0 oY

gn“r ﬁ‘om God whereby we persevere in holinese until the hour of our death, and which God
grante to a saintly life or to the predectined? ... Thig perseverance and ofeadfactnese e a very
gpecial virtue becauge there ig a epecial cauge for goodness. ... Yes, there ig a epecial advantage
i carrying on a work degpite all the obstacles, degpite the boredom, dieguet, the wish o change,
the wish not to be fickle, to persist, to hold on, that is the parhcular advantage which makeg
gteadfastness into a epecial virtue which ie dlg’rmc’r from the other virtues. (M 387)
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PREPARING THE 150TH ANNIVERSARY

SECOND STEP OF AN ITINERARY OF PERSONAL AND COMMUNITY MEDITATION PROPOSED BY
FRrs. GAsToN HiALE AND PHiLIPPE HOURCADE, scJ.

SHEET NR. 2

Listening to the Mystery of the Proclamation of the Good News

Introduction to the meeting: praying together

«  Prayer together of Psalm 1“Happy the man...."

« Listen to a reading of the Beatitudes, Charter of the Kingdom of Heaven.
+ 10 minutes silence.

« Shared prayer.

Sharing a text on our charism

It's the text found in Spiritual Doctrine, page 45 (Correspondence, letter 293).
Here we can begin this exchange of thoughts knowing that we share with the laity a similar baptismal identity and a
similar call to embody the mission of Christ which he extends to all his disciples after his resurrection. We can invite a few
of the laity to all or part of our time together.

Review of our religious life in the light of the Manifesto

Let’s keep our attention fixed on the second paragraph of the Manifesto.

When he entered the world, driven by the Spirit of his Father, he submitted himself to his Father’s plans for him and put
himself in the place of all the victims: “You, who wanted no sacrifice or oblation, prepared a body for me. You took no
pleasure in holocausts or sacrifices for sin; then I said: just as | was commanded in the scroll of the book: God, here | am! |
am coming to obey your will” (Hebrews 10,9)

From our charism we are granted to become men idonei, expediti, expositi (ability to be received, a life given up in
reply, maximum openness). What does this mean for us, religious of apostolic life, to have as our mission the realisa-
tion of humanity according to Christ? Our Father, Saint Michael shows us, from his own experience, that the secret of
the law of love is learned in contemplation. Where are we with contemplation? It could be just as well before, during
or after this sharing, to reread and meditate on the 7 points “On the making of a sound and right decision” (A good
example of this method is to be found in “Spiritual Doctrine, pages 281 — 282") to notice the order and importance
attached to spiritual realities. Itis all a question of having our lives rooted in the ever increasing knowledge of the
overabundance and gratuity of love which rouses in us an overflowing love in our response: “You have loved me so
much; you have done so much to elicit my love for you so........ Here | am!”

Community prayer with the Rosary

With the decade of “Hail Marys” contemplating the mystery of the Proclamation of the Kingdom of God, we suggest
asking for this fruit:

A heart like that of Jesus, meek and humble, to go to him and to all our brothers, the poor and the lowly, in the name of
the Gospel.
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OF THE CONGREGATION

community life; common mission and
vocation promotion.

Vicariato of India
Our future..., as
we were saying...
» On October
9-10 the Vicariate
held its 5th Gene-
ral Assembly. On
the agenda there
were different to-
pics: Good Gover-
nance, formation,
mission, finances,
projects. Sr Liceria
AC gave some inputs on the Spirituality
of Good Governance based on our Rule
of Life. Thanks to all the members of the
Shobhana Shaakha community who
hosted the event.

¢

Our Young Brothers committed to-
wards the children » On October, 26th,
the Maria Kripa community conducted

a camp for the children of Balayesuni-
laya, an orfanage run by AC Sisters. A
resource person animated the children
with a class on the importance of parents,
teachers and friends in ones life. He also
spoke about having a goal to achieve.
The Brothers also directed the children
with classes on the themes of personal
hygene, social awareness, etc. They also
conducted some entertainment for the
children and all enjoyed it.

Vicariate of Thailand

Monthly retreat » On 27th September
2012, Ban Garicoits Community had a
monthly recollection. Fr. Aekarak, the
animator, gave a talk on “How to be a
priest”in today’s changing world. He hi-
ghlighted the importance of being pre-
pared both spiritually and physically in
order to be ready to do the will of God
and to overcome all the obstacles. He
gave also some guidelines on how to fol-
low closely the example of the Founder,
St Michael Garicoits.

Decisions by the Superior General & Council

« Appointment of a study commission for the enhancement of the site of Betharram. The members are:
Fr. Jean-Luc MORIN, Fr. Jean Dominique DELGUE, Br. Emile GARAT, Fr. Ercole CERIANI, Fr. Mario LONGONI, scj, Mr Patrick
DAYDE, Mr LAPARRADE, Mr LARRAN, Mr Hervé JOAN-GRANGE, expert

« Admission to Perpetual Vows, on 19 October 2012: Br. Osmar Vicente Caceres Spaini (Paraguay), Br. Wagner
Aparecido Ferreira (Brazil).

« Admission to the Diaconate: on October 2012, the Brothers from Brazil: Marcelo Rodrigues Da Silva, Eder Chaves
Gongalves and Francisco de Assis Dos Santos.

- Following the proposal from MgrWalmor Oliveira de Azevedo, archbishop of Belo Horizonte, and on the request
submitted by the Regional Superior of the Region Etchecopar, the General Superior approved the taking-up of the
responsability of the Sao Sebastido parish of Sabara (Archdiocese of Belo Horizonte) on the part of the
Vicariate of Brazil. Let’s rejoice for this sign of trust and pray for our brothers who are going to take care of this parish.
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Vicariate of France-Spain

Growing project » % :
Sr Agatha Mary, the ;,\
Superior General of '

the Congregation ‘
of the Sisters of the

Apostolic  Carmel

spent a few days at . s
Maison St. Michel at

Pau in order to stu-

dy, with Fr Jean-Luc

Morin, the Regional

Superior, and the Community of Pau, fu-
ture opportunities for the creation of an
international community. After various
meetings with the Bishop of Bayonne,
other authorities of the diocese and Fr
Austin Hughes, the Regional Superior
of the Region Blessed Miriam, Sr Aga-
tha Mary was quite positive about the
project. Let us continue to pray for this
mission launched by the General Chap-
ter 2011.

Vicariate of Italy

Are you a BetharrAmico? » On Satur-
day, October 20™, the young people who
were at Betharram in July (26-30) for the
Centenary of the Crowning of Our Lady,
gathered at Montemurlo (ltaly). This ga-
thering was an opportunity not only to
meet again after the experience of Be-
tharram, but also to plan the meeting of
all the young betharramites which will
take place at Passa Quatro (Brazil) before
the WYD in Rio. Under the guidance of Fr
Simone Panzeri and Fr Aldo Nespoli, the
group shared their experience and put
forward some ideas and some practical
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suggestions for the upcoming events.

In tune with the name of the movement,
“BetharrAmici” (Friends of Betharram), it
was planned to involve the youth of the
Parish Communities in Italy, by organi-
sing monthly meetings in order to go
deeper into the spirituality of Saint Mi-
chael and to plan some events involving
the local groups. For the time being this is
aseed of hope ... butitis bound to grow!

Vicariate of Holy Land

A traditional mission »In the fra-
mework of his visit to the Vicariate, the
Superior General, Fr Gaspar Fernandez
Perez, preached a retreat to the Carmeli-
te Sisters, who invited him to share with
them the spirituality of St. Michael Gari-
coits. Fr Gaspar took this opportunity to
give some lectures on the “charism of Be-
tharram” to the Betharramite Novices.

Vicariate of Argentina-Uruguay

Our future also lies in our assemblies
» On October 23-
25, the Religious
of the Vicariate
held their annual
Assembly, with
the Regional Su-
perior, Fr Gustavo
Agin, in Adrogué.
After working on
the analysis of the
different situations of the Vicariate, the
Religious identified some criteria on
how to implement the project in the
next two years. These are the points that
emerged: renewal and re-shaping of the

A meeting that changes life

LAY SPIRITUALITY

MaRriA EUGENIA MARTIARENA BELONGS TO THE GROUP OF THE RETREAT HousE “viLLA BETHAR-
RAM"” IN ADROGUE. TOGETHER WITH FR. DANIEL GONZALEZ, THE GROUP WELCOMES AND HELPS
OTHER YOUNG PEOPLE TO MAKE THE EXPERIENCE OF THE IGNATIAN EXERCISES. MARIA EUGENIA DI-
SCOVERED JESUS ANNIHILATED AND OBEDIENT OF SAINT MICHAEL’S SPIRITUALITY AND FELL IN LOVE

WITH Him. THIS IS WHAT HER STORY IS ALL ABOUT...

For some time now a
grand desire has taken
holdin my heart, namely
to be able, once and for
all, to be responsible for
and of service to this life
which has given me so
much, not fearlessly but
with much trust.

I am actually
discovering something
of what | would like §
to adopt: for example
chastity and poverty
not only as a form
of freedom and

availability, but rather

of life which | choose

Maria Eugenia, to the left of Fr. Daniel Gonzélez, during the
as an offering and way family meeting of the Betharramite Laity on October 26-28 in

Adrogué

and which shapes me in the image of
Jesus Christ, poor and chaste, and of
all those who expect everything from
God. Once | am emptied of everything
and everyone, especially of myself, |
can make room for God where | can
meet Him alone, for Him alone, and
for those whom he loves; and as | love
them, I would wish to serve them even
at the cost of my life.

This is not a dream of consecrated

life; that's not what | am looking for nor
expect. Consequently | can choose with
greater liberty and confidence knowing
how much the initiative and my reply
come from the Lord himself. Every time
and little by little, | am discovering to
what extent the invitation supposes
and contains my personal reality in
depth and in the flesh; everything has
meaning and, as a woman, there is
greater freedom and fullness.
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In concrete terms, | feel that | am
being invited to a life of solitude, a truly
sacred space, mysterious and fertile, a
part of myself which is unfathomable
and where in the depth of my heart,
both poor and chaste, | can meet with
the Lord of Life, the Lord of the Poor. In
this way to outstrip the poverty of my
lifeand beabletoannouncewhatlhave
seen and heard: God loves all mankind;
he cures him and transforms him; the
extent to which his plans exceed ours,
to which his love is gratuitous and to
which only He can satisfy our thirst for
love.

| want to carry on being involved
with the realities of this world, with
the laity, in a family setting of work,
education and in this locality. | want
my presence to be discrete but also
determined, sharing the weight and
the pains, the tensions, the desires,
the dreams and the joys; | want to
show sensitivity and frailty, and in all
humility to reflect the light of Christ,
his closeness, his choice and love for all
mankind especially for those suffering
the most.

My desire is to embody and
announce by my whole life the
existence of a Church unfettered
and close to us, frail, which shows
humanity, and which hopes against all
hope knowing in whom she has put
her trust, who is her leader, her Spouse
........ who has chosen her, takes care of
her, loves her and trusts her.

In the midst of all that, there is
Betharram; this is where | have had
real concrete experience of the Church;
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it is here that | have experienced
an incarnate presence, a presence
which is humble and fragile of a God
who wants to dwell in the midst of
humanity. Thanks to the charism of
Betharram, | have discovered that God
wants to be“nothing”so as to be part of
my poverty; that he is dying of love for
me and that his mercy and tenderness
are boundless. He loves me as | am,
frail and a sinner. He takes care of me,
shapes me day by day through his
Word, and invites me to win the same
joy for others. Something else | have
discovered - that no one progresses
alone and that each one can become
in God a precious and priceless gift
for others. The Lord trusts me, more
than | trust myself; he suggests that
| freely lose my life so as to meet with
him, even if | am unable to guess
either the rhythm or the weight of the
suggestion.

At the heart of this experience |
continue to say “Yes” to Him, which
means “Yes” to Life, so trusting am
| of the sharing which | experience
with Betharram; | would ask all the
Betharramites in heaven and on earth,
religious and laity, to pray for me, to let
me advance by their side; | ask them
to guide me and to consider me one
of them, so that | may be able to enjoy
this life to the end of my days in the
love and service of those loved by God.

Maria Eugenia Martiarena
(Argentina)

IN MEMORIAM

Brother Fernand Fonquerle
Sauvian, 15t December 1929 ~ Betharram, 16 October 2012

Religious of Betharram and friends, it is Brother Fernand
Fonquerle who assembles us here. He assembles us in
this Chapel where he used to come often to play the organ
during the prayers of the faithful. Singing and music were
generally his department, as well as love of the liturgy, even
with some fragments of a rubric. This can be easily explai-
ned by the time he spent in a Benedictine monastery. Bro-
ther Fernand put his love for music at the service of Christian
communities living next door to Betharram, especially the
Montaut parish where he directed the choral for long years
and where he used to go willingly, most times on foot.
QOther parishes called on him too for help with catechism,
prayer groups, and Senior Citizens Groups. Here we are thin-
king about the parishes of Bordes, Lestelle and Montaud. It
did him a world of good and at the same time he rendered
great services.

He nourished his faith, drawn from the spirituality of St Michael Garicoits, within his religious community; for
along time at Betharram but also at Sarrence and Pau. He was also in contact with other places of prayer and
pilgrimage, for example Paray le Monial; every year for the feast of the Sacred Heart, he used to get us the
programme ordered especially from Paray le Monial.

As a Religious-Brother he lived in our midst, with his weaknesses and strengths, just like any one of us! Re-
cently, physical and moral suffering took its toll on him. In spite of all that, often a smile would light up his
face making a lasting impression on all who approached him.

He died quite suddenly, and after only a few hours in hospital. He was our brother, and as such we shall keep
him in our prayers.

Firmin Bourguinat, su

“Religious Life is not a path of fulfilment by everything which is powerful, strong or
brilliant. No, Religious Life is the humble response to God’s call inviting us to leave
everything for the sake of the Kingdom. It is a response which engages the whole
person with all his weaknesses, a response looking for consistency in life, a conver-
sion to be resumed day after day, the total gift of one’s life in the following of Christ
poor, chaste and obedient. This was Brother Fernand’s experience and now he is
enjoying that inner peace which he sought throughout his whole life”.

from Fr. Jean-Dominique Delgue’s homily,
18 October 2012 (See unabridged text on the website)
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5 minutes
ol is Christian. Naz-
areth is in lIsrael
and is unaware of all the problems con-
nected with the“Wall” separating Bethle-
hem and transforming this town into “an
open air prison.” The daily life of the cap-
ital of Galilee is marked by a difference in
the number of Israelis and Palestinians.
Some talk of segregation. In the midst
of such realities and difficulties our com-
munities try how best to respond to the
needs of the local Christians ... and then
of all the others!

In the afternoon of that same
Sunday we had the grace of going to the
Basilica of the Nativity with our Novice
Master, Fr Jacky. We were able to keep
silent, to meditate and to pray on the
Mystery of the Incarnation, on the spot
where Our Lord Jesus Christ came into
this world. In Bethlehem where we live,
the people speak Arab so we have diffi-
culty in communicating. We are amazed
at how the Palestinians look at us, the
only Africans living in Bethlehem, except
for pilgrims passing through. We also see
the problem for the Israelis and the Pales-
tinians to live together since every time
we leave Bethlehem we have to show
our passports for immigration control.
Furthermore, from the point of view of
the liturgy we see the numerous ritesand
churches here in the Holy Land (Catho-
lics of the Latin, Melchite and Orthodox
rites). The few visits we have made to
the holy sites (the shepherds'field, Naza-
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reth, Capernaum, Mount Tabor etc) have
helped us to make our own the Word
of God, by reading the Gospel relative
to the particular spot, and by spending
some time there in prayer. At Bethlehem
we are next door to the Carmelites; we
go there for Sunday Mass with the Sisters
when we are about a dozen in all. It is
really very different from what we see at
Adiapodoume or elsewhere in Africa.

The community at Bethlehem is totally
different from the formation community
where we lived at Adiapodoume in Ivory
Coast. First of all the pastoral responsi-
bilities of the Fathers and Brother do not
allow us to be together for prayer but
every evening the whole community
comes together for Vespers, the Rosary
and a community meal. The novitiate’s
programme is built into the communi-
ty's programme. Every Sunday at 12.00
we have a time for relaxation, known as
the aperitif; we get together in the TV
room for drinks and nibbles in a friend-
ly atmosphere, until lunch at 12.30. Our
lectures are given by our Fathers which
is different from the two previous years
when we attended lectures at the Major
Seminary. We thank the Lord and the
Congregation for being able to spend
this canonical year of our novitiate here
in the Holy Land so as to make ours the
Word of God and to respond better to
the call of Christ in the footsteps of St Mi-
chael Garicoits.

5 MN WITH...

... the community of Bethlehem-Nazareth

Community of Bethlehem-Nazaret: an almost complete Family Picture !

I'm sure everybody knows
the story by now! The saintly Carmel-
ite Blessed Miriam of Jesus Crucified
succeeded in convincing Mgr Lacroix,
Bishop of Bayonne and her Superiors
to found a Carmelite monastery in the
Holy Land. She wanted the Carmelite
chaplaincy to be provided by the Bethar-

ramite Fathers whom she had known
during her stay with the Carmelites in
Pau. The first obstacle to be overcome:
“No contemplative order had so far en-
tered Palestine: the Franciscans forbade
it! Pius IX got over that decision which
had been unanimously adopted by the
Cardinals at the Propaganda on 16 May
1875 allowing the Carmelites of Pau to
found a Carmelite monastery in Bethle-

nr.76, 14" November 2012 ¢ 7



hem. But another problem nearly put an
end to the request for the presence of the
Betharramite Fathers as chaplains: the re-
quest was expressed before Pope Leo XIII
who asked: “What does the Propaganda
say?” “The answer was NO to the request
of the arrival of the Fathers of Betharram’.
“Very good’, replied Pope Leo XIlI, just
tell the Propaganda that | am the Pope”
A similar request came from the Domin-
icans; before being able to reply, Leo XIlI
had to ask permission of the Franciscans!
“I was very much criticised over the foun-
dation by the Fathers from Betharram!”
Seven Carmelites left Pau on 26 August
1875 and arrived at Jaffa 6 September.
Their first chaplain was Fr Chirou. Right
up to today the chaplaincy of the Carmel
at Bethlehem and from 1910 that of Naz-
areth have been assured by the Fathers
from Betharram.

After the foundation of the
scholasticate, the team of Fathers profes-
sors was quickly invited to give lectures
in the Major Seminary belonging to the
Latin Patriarch, situated at Beit Jala, not
far from Bethlehem. Some of the Fathers
were even asked to be“Rector of the Ma-
jor Seminary”. This service in the forma-
tion of the seminarians of the Latin Rite
in Jerusalem lasted until 2010! The five
Bishops actually in place in the Patriar-
chate: his Grace the Patriarch, his former
Vicar General, his present Vicar General,
the auxiliary bishop residing in Nazareth,
and the new bishop in Jordan are all for-
mer students of the Fathers of Betharram;
not forgetting the emeritus Patriarch,
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Mgr Michel Sabbah. Some of our con-
freres even held important positions in
the Service of the Patriarchate.

We have lost count of all the visits to the
many congregations of women religious
for confessions, spiritual direction and
conferences, or of the many sermons in
the parishes or for special occasions. We
mustn’t forget the brotherly relations
linking us with many men’s congrega-
tions.

The novices were welcomed with
open arms by a community already well
acquainted with the young in formation
coming from abroad, particularly from
Central Africa. The change of surround-
ings was probably greater for the nov-
ices than for the religious already living
here. But the young were quick in be-
ing of service in the house and even the
rhythm of everyday life, how to pray, and
the wish to get to know each of the re-
ligious in the community. Some of the
Fathers contribute by giving lectures to
the novices, and all are invited to come
to the monthly community meetings.
Once or twice a week the novices have a
chance of seeing the missionary dimen-
sion of our religious life by facilitating a
children’s afternoon at the Créche and at
a Jean Vanier Centre in Bethlehem. They
will also have countless occasions of
meeting other young people, for exam-
ple the seminarians from Beit Jala on the
football ground and the religious, male
and female, who are deeply involved in
missionary activity in Palestine-Israel.

Towards the end of the year the religious
in the community will be asked to give
their appreciation on each novice and
how he will have survived this first year
of the novitiate.

Our two Hospitality
Centres, Bethlehem and Nazareth, give
us the chance of telling the story of the
presence of the Betharramites here and
the originality of our missionary voca-
tion. Our project, with which the novices
are associated, is to make the “walls” of
this Centre speak by displaying texts and
photos. Some groups even ask for cele-
brations and for meetings.

Asitis
impossible to ignore history, the impor-
tant archaeological discoveries, the in-
termixing of cultures, the multi-religious
meetings which have left their mark on
the very varied populations of this coun-
try, so one cannot ignore the context in
which the communities at Bethlehem
and Nazareth are living.

This is something which cannot be ap-
proached honestly in a few lines! It is
preferable to come to this country, and
to come with great respect for the com-
plexity of the situation, and with much
attention for the reality, the whole real-
ity, before expressing an opinion; there

is enormous good
will on both side
of the great divide.
Our real mission
begins every time
that there is an opportunity of meetings
and the chance to encourage each one
to hold a line of mutual respect and to
accept the other with all his differences.

- All the male
Religious (and for the first time the fe-
male Religious too) were invited to pre-
pare the Year of Faith. Each one was able
to express observations and make sug-
gestions. One could feel that there was
mobilisation not only to deepen one’s
Faith, but to return to the masters of the
Faith, that is the saints of the first cen-
turies in the Holy Land, to restore life in
the pilgrimage sites, to take part in con-
ferences, and to dare to undertake new
kinds of meetings.

Yes indeed! Bethlehem and Nazareth
are often thought of as “little” villages
typically Palestinian. But Bethlehem has
a population of about 50 000 and Naza-
reth 80 000, mostly young! Bethlehem is
developing a huge commercial activity
and Nazareth is carried along by the pil-
grimages. In Nazareth there are four hos-
pitals and ten faith schools. As for Beth-
lehem there are two universities. One
third of the population in the two towns
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