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The General Chapters of that period : 1909, 
1911, 1919, 1923, 1929, 1935 assured the 
management and organisation of this 
new reality, reconciling the old with the 
new, the customs of days gone by with 
something new, the past laden with 
history with the hopes for the present and 
the future.  When you come to reading 
the Acts of these Chapters you realise 
the major preoccupation of the Chapter 
Delegates: what spirit was to be given to 
the Congregation?  The scattering of the 
Religious worldwide,  the acceptance of 
young candidates not only foreigners, but 
of different cultures, made it absolutely 
necessary to confirm what was essential 
in the Spirituality handed down by Fr 
Garicoits and Fr Etchecopar and obliged 
the Superiors of that time to prepare 
better projects for the formation of young 
candidates, the hope and the future of 
the Institute.  The worry not to scatter the 
heritage resulted in the choice of opening 
only one novitiate and only one Seminary 
for the entire Congregation.

by Roberto Cornara
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A word from the superior general

Towards the 150th anniversary of 
the death of St Michael Garicoits

Rome, 14th May 2012

Dear Fathers and Brothers,

In a year’s time, on 14th May 2013, we shall 
be celebrating the 150 years since the death 
of St Michael Garicoits.  At the request of 
the 26th General Chapter and in agreement 
with the Council of Congregation we have 
decided to celebrate during a whole year 
such an  important moment in the life of 
our Father, St Michael Garicoits.  It will be a 
Jubilee year ending 14th May 2014! 
When he died St Michael was enduring a 

combat of the heart. And what a combat! The 
lack of understanding on the part of the Bishop 

of Bayonne, Mgr Lacroix, about that gift of the Holy 
Spirit to St Michael resulting in the difference of 
appreciation on the very nature of the society of 
priests of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
Knowing his diocese as he did, the Bishop considered 
the wish to assemble St Michael’s companions to be 
a good response to the pastoral needs of his diocese. 

occupation between 1915 and 1918; 
it was closed down in 1920.  In Spain 
three residences were opened: one 
for the elderly Religious (Buena Vista), 
the Generalate (maison Cesarios), 
and the Apostolic School.  In Italy the 
Congregation opened two houses: the 
Apostolic School at Traona (Valtelina) 
and the Procure in Rome.  In 1904 it was 
the opening of St Joseph’s College in 
Asuncion (Paraguay).
On 11th March 1922 began the mission 
to China, at Yunnan.  In 1937 it was the 
foundation of the St Michael Gymnasio 
at Passa Quatro in Brazil.  Finally, just 
before the end of World War II Betharram 
accepted to open the Charles de Foucauld 
College in Casablanca (Morocco).  The 
expulsion of the Religious from France 
represents a period of great vitality and 
expansion: from 1900 to 1940 more 
than 30 communities were opened.  The 
opening of local Seminaries resulted in 
the entrance not only of French religious 
but also Italians, Spanish, English, 
Belgians, Argentines, Paraguayans, 
Brazilians, and Uruguayans.  Father 
Estrate, the Superior General, said “We 
would never have thought of going to 
England, nor to Spain, were it not for the 
expulsion.....Really it has been a blessing 
from God!”
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General Superior “I didn’t enter Religious 
Life to be a Parish Priest!”
It is the start of a new era, and the 
Congregation was being asked to 
broaden its horizons.  New countries 
were being added to France, Palestine, 
Argentina, and Uruguay.  In England, 
the early stages like a mission field were 
definitely over with the foundation in 
1909 of the parish of Droitwich, followed 
later on by the college.
In Belgium it is the foundation of the 
Apostolic School which was the scene 
of some upheavals during the German 

good diocesan priest, at the same time 
seeing that the society which he had 
founded would soon no longer exist.  
This situation was hiding a mystery: 
configuration with Christ obedient 
unto death and death on the Cross.  
From his Cross Jesus may have felt 
that his mission also was a failure, but 
he continued to be certain that his 
Father was faithful to his promises and 
he, Jesus, always did what his Father 
willed. Just like Christ, our Father St 
Michael continued to be obedient to 
death and death on the Cross; he died 
on the cross of obedience.  The same 
thing happens to the Lord’s friends.  
The Lord asked Abraham to sacrifice 
the son which He had given him, the 
son of the promise. Moses died only 
seeing the Promised Land from Mount 
Nebo, even though God had asked 
him to lead the chosen People there.  
Likewise with Elija.
The Lord gave the gift and joy of the 
Betharramite charism to St Michael: 
to know, love, imitate, manifest and 
announce Jesus, humble and obedient, 
and to share this same happiness with 
everyone.  To be a worthy witness of 
this St Michael had to be tried to the 
limit.  He had to show that what he said 
about Jesus, humble and obedient 
wasn’t just simply words but a life style; 
he had to  be ready to give up all his 
projects, to see them come to nothing 
despite the pain that caused him until 
God’s project for salvation was realised 
in himself and in others.  Was there 
anything dearer to St Michael than the 
Congregation?  He had to prove that it 

He wanted them to set themselves up 
as a society of apostolic life.  Besides, 
the Bishop had no authority to set up 
a congregation; this belonged to the 
Pope alone. So why complicate things 
with a “holy illusion”? 
St Michael was a mystic. After long and 
serious discernment, he came to realise 
that the Holy Spirit had given him the 
gift of a new charism, which according 
to Fr Etchecopar was far from being an 
illusion.  This new charism consisted in 
showing and reproducing the humility 
and obedience of Jesus; which meant 
that for those who wanted to give their 
lives to the Lord, they must make vows, 
live in community under the authority 
of a superior and dedicate themselves 
to obtaining the same happiness for 
others.
Such a conflicting project resulted 
that in the same community were 
individuals living under the two 
regimes: some had made vows, others 
not; some retained the management 
of their possessions, others not.  Such a 
diversity of situations resulted in great 
confusion and caused the departure 
of some. With the result that for St 
Michael, what the Lord had revealed 
and desired could not be realised.  
Worse still, what had been started with 
great enthusiasm to answer the call 
of the Lord and to be faithful to Him 
was falling to pieces, crumbling and 
falling apart.  Despite such a terrible 
failure, St Michael didn’t confront 
the Bishop, proving himself to be 
obedient in everything concerning 
the Congregation. St Michael died a 

a history of the general chapters

5 - The General Chapters between the two World Wars

The expulsion of the French 
Betharramites was a turning 
point in the history of the 
Congregation.  It was the 
end of a period when the 
works of Fr Etchecopar were 
still marked by St Michael.  It 
was the end of an era; in so 
far as the expulsion forced 
the Congregation to take a 
serious look at her place in the 
Church and in the world.  The 
Works founded by St Michael 
and linked to his memory and 
his action no longer existed; 
expelled from France in 1903, 
the Betharramites will not 
return before 1920.
By then new types of activity 
were surfacing in the service 
of Evangelisation, for example the charge 
of parishes.  Already before then and as 
a personal gesture, some parishes had 
been entrusted to a few of the Fathers, 
for example the parish of Lestelle near 
Betharram.  From then onwards the 
Superiors accepted opening communities 
to be responsible for parish ministry.  This 
represented something new and for 
some it was a shattering experience. To 
the extent that when Fr John Magendie 
was informed that he had been chosen 
to be first Parish priest for Barracas, in 
the suburbs of Buenos Aires, he told the 

Congregation of the Sacred Heart of Jesus of Betharram
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Louis Pirmez - Pierre Etchart - François Palou:         
the first three Betharramite missionary Fathers in 

China, photographed on June 3rd, 1922.
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wasn’t his Congregation but firstly that 
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, the one 
and only who could keep it alive.  And 
to achieve this he had to show that 
he was ready to see the Congregation 
reduced to nothing, just as Abraham 
was ready to sacrifice Isaac, his son, the 
son of the promise.
He had the intuition and the stuff of 
which saints are made.  The experience 
of the God of Love who had given 
a fresh orientation to his life when 
he was in his thirties  helped him to 
enter into the mystery of God and to 
be convinced that the Heart of Jesus, 
which had shaped the Congregation, 
was the only one worth while and that 
without Him the Congregation was 
nothing.  It wasn’t the Congregation 
of Fr Garicoits but the Congregation 
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.  Just like 
Abraham, just like Jesus who learned to 
prefer the Father of the Mission rather 
than the Mission of the Father, whose 
messenger he was, a missionary.  Just 
like Jesus saying “Not my will but thine 
be done, Father” (Mk 14,36), St Michael 
Garicoits, not trusting his own will or 
that of the Bishop, not acting on his own 
bat but always with God’s Spirit, always 
faithful to God’s commandments, to 
suffer and do whatever was wanted of 
him (Manifesto).
St Michael Garicoits took risks, because 
faith always demands risks!  It’s good to 
take risks, to leap in the dark, knowing 
that I will be caught in loving hands and 
not get lost or crash to the ground.  For 
he who keeps his life will lose it, but he 
who loses his life for my name will save 

it (Mt 16,25)  St Michael Garicoits ran the 
risk that his plan for the Congregation, 
inspired by the Holy Spirit, should end 
in failure.  He didn’t think that he was 
indispensable, trusting only in the 
God who had inspired the project, the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, had the power 
to save the Congregation if it was what 
he really wanted.  And today we are 
witnesses to this miracle
I think that we ought to take advantage 
of the celebration of these 150 years 
since the death of our dear Father and 
Founder to seize what he himself and 
our rule of life are reminding us:  what 
should be our principal characteristic is 
our spirit of obedience; if obedience is 
lacking the raison d’etre is lacking (RoL 
60).  Obedience to death, even to death 
of the cross for Jesus as for St Michael; 
the obedience of the disciples trusting 
more in the God of Love revealed to us 
by Jesus and then St Michael, rather 
than in our own little projects which 
are often obstacles in our response 
with a little love for Him who loved us 
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2012 anniversaries

Fr. Gaspar

14 Joyeux anniversaire

Buon compleanno

P. Paul Baradat, 
Fr Gilbert Napetien Coulibaly
P. Antonio Riva

19 Feliz cumpleaños P. Roberto Amarilla

20 Feliz cumpleaños Hno Sixto Benitez

22 Buon compleanno
Feliz cumpleaños

P. Gianluca Limonta
P. Carlos Hugo Gonzalez

23 Joyeux anniversaire
20 anni di sacerdozio

P. Jean-Marie Ruspil
P. Tiziano Pozzi

25 Joyeux anniversaire
Feliz cumpleaños

P. André Lacaze
P. Gerardo Ramos

26 Buon compleanno P. Mario Bulanti

29 Happy birthday Br Athit Kasetsukchai

30 Joyeux anniversaire P. Bertrand Salla
P. Julio Colina

31 Buon compleanno P. Emilio Manzolini

3 Bon anniversaire P. Joseph Mazerolles

6 Happy birthday Fr Subesh Odiyathingal

8 10 years of priesthood Fr. Suthon Khiriwathanasakun

9 5 anni di sacerdozio P. Simone Panzeri

10 Feliz cumpleaños P. Crispin Villalba

12 Buon compleanno
Happy birthday

P. Angelo Bianchi
Fr Anton Madej

13 25 anni di sacerdozio P. Alessandro Locatelli

15 55 anni di sacerdozio P. Livio Borghetti
P. Davide Villa

16 50 anni di sacerdozio P. Angelo Bianchi



4 • Family News

first. This is something which will make 
us more genuine in our vocation and 
more credible in our mission, for then 
we shall be the joyful witnesses to the 
God of Love who loves us in the Heart 
of his beloved Son, Jesus.
The theme chosen for the celebration 
is: From the heart of Christ to the heart 
of the world.  Fr Enrico, Vicar General, 
is appointed to coordinate the three 
Regional Superiors for the preparation 
of the festivities. The plan is that each 
Region will set up a commission to 
animate the jubilee for the communities 
in each vicariate.  Let’s go and drink at 
the source of our dear Founder; let’s ask 
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St Michael Garicoits wrote...

	  Here are two conditions fundamental for the virtue of obedience  
Firstly we must love God who gives the command and secondly we must love what is 
commanded. Generally speaking all failings in obedience are the consequences of a lacking 
in these two conditions.  There are those who love God who gives the command but not 
what has been commanded.  On the other hand there are those who love what has been 
commanded but not God who is giving the command. A Superior will order me one thing. I’ll 
carry it out not only with patience; another will tell me to do the same thing, I will not do it 
or I will do it with such bad grace that it will scandalise my brothers;  is it not the same will  
of God which is announced?  If I love the divine will and if I love God who makes it known 
to me, why can I not accept it from this superior or that one?  There are those who love 
what is commanded but do not love God who is commanding it.  And so, I will be given an 
order. What assiduity! What devotion!  The fact is, I love the thing commanded. It all comes 
from pride!  Here’s the proof: if you were to remove me from there and put me to work at 
something else that I don’t like , either I will refuse, or I will carry out the order so badly; but 
is it not now obvious that it’s not God I love but the thing commanded?  (M 370)

the Sacred Heart who conceived and 
shaped our religious family, the grace 
of spiritual renewal for each religious 
and Betharramite community; let’s 
ask for the grace of  new vocations 
who will continue to live with us the 
priceless gift and source of joy of the 
charism which has been transmitted to 
us through St Michael Garicoits.
On this feast of St Michael Garicoits 
I send my best wishes to all the 
Betharramites – religious, laity, young 
and old, men and women.

Gaspar Fernández Pérez, scj

faith. First, the 
work started from 
what the young 
live today, aiming 
then at learning 
more about “the 
particular style of 
our life of faith”. The 
meeting concluded 
by placing all our 
expectations in 
the hands of the 
Lord Jesus through 

the celebration of the Eucharist. The 
Uruguayan young people repeated 
once again “Here I am!”, committing 
themselves to fulfilling all that the Lord 
may ask them in their lives.

Vicariate of India 
Teaching life  ► On March 30th, 
the Novices of the Blessed Miriam 
Region concluded the first year of 
their successful ministry in a slum in 
Bangalore along with the Sister of 
St. Joseph of Tarbes. The mission was 
mainly focusing on teaching the young 
poor children who are not able to pay 
their tuition fees. In the 2011, we had 
decided to do the same sort of mission 
in our own novitiate house in Bangalore. 
We had a good response i.e. 35 children 
from our own neighbours who are also 
poor in their economical situation. Our 
novices in fact really worked hard for the 
success of this mission and the parents 
of our children said that they are indeed 
happy to see their children growing in 
knowledge, good manners and values.

o f  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n
A festive Vicariate  ► On Saturday, May 
5th, Br. Jose Kumar, scj, was ordained 
priest by the imposition of the hands 
of His Exc. Mgr Peter Remigius, Bishop 
of Kottar. The priestly ordination took 
take place in the Church of Our Lady of 
the Assumption in Kallankuzhi. We join 
in the joy of the family, the Vicariate of 
India and the Blessed Miriam of Jesus 
Crucified Region for this new priestly 
ordination of a Betharramite brother. To 
Br. Jose, our best wishes!

While today, on 
14 May, Solemnity 
of St. Michael 
Garicoits, three 
young novices 
from the Vicariate: 
Maria Soosia 
Arokia Wine, Jose 
Manavalan and 
Edwin James 
Marottikkal Jestin, 
are making make 
their first profession. The ceremony 
is taking place in Shobhana Shaakha, 
Bangalore. We assure these future 
young professed of our affection and 
pray that Fr. Michael, our father, may 
support them along this journey.

On May 3rd the funeral of Mr. Paul 
KALAPPURACKAL, father of Fr Shaju 
scj was held in Kerala. We are close to 
Fr Shaju and his family in this time of 
sorrow, and we raise our prayer to the 
Risen Lord for his father.

In memoriam
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a wonderful spectacle the priests of 
Betharram felt called to do all they 
could to imitate Jesus, humble and 
obedient, so as to obtain the same 
happiness for others.

To whom is this proposition to compose 
a logo addressed? To all young 
candidates aged 17 to 30 years of 
age.  Anyone who wants will find the 
announcing of the competition on our 
website www.betharram.net where 
all the conditions for participation 
are stated fully.  Remember that with 
this first act we want to engage all 
the youth and give them a chance of 
saying what is dearest to them and 
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Our first step consists in launching a 
competition for the composition of 
a logo which will accompany us all 
along the year and which we will use 
every time that we want to remember 
the figure and spirituality of St 
Michael.

Here is the chosen theme:  “From the 
heart of Christ to the heart of the world”.  
This theme wants to underscore the 
link uniting the heart of Christ to 
the whole of humanity. We want to 
remember how St Michael was a man 
docile to the Word, who embodied 
the double attention: fidelity to God 
and fidelity to mankind. The love 
which was his food for God directed 
him towards mankind of his time.

In his writings we come across, in an 
evident fashion, this double attention 
which is nothing more than the two 
sided vision of the same reality.
Following his example, the religious 
of the Sacred Heart are faithful to 
this double attention which is best 
expressed in the axiom:  “It has pleased 
God to be loved.  At the sight of such 

Congregation - Rome
2 in 1 ► On April 17th, the General 
Superior approved the closure of the 
community Vila Matilde which becomes 
one of the two residences of the new 
community called “Paulinia-Vila Matilde” 
(Vicariate of Brazil, Region Etchécopar). 
Was also appointed Fr. Gilberto 
Ortellado as Superior of the community. 

Session of recyclage ► On May 
4th, the Superior general and his 
Council appointed an animation team 
responsible for the preparation of the 
session of recyclage (for the religious 
elder than 40) planned in 2015 and 
wanted by the General Chapter. This 
team is composed by the Frs Jacky 
Moura, coordinator, Gustavo Agin, 
Gianluca Limonta, Graziano Sala and by 
Bro. Andrew Ferris. 

Vicariate of Ivory Coast
Three Communities, three Lay 
Groups ► On April 14th and 15th, 23 
lay associates of the Vicariate of Ivory 
Coast gathered in St. Felix Parish of 
Yamoussoukro for the first meeting of the 

three Fraternity 
groups in the 
country: the 
“Nè Mè” group 
in Abidjan-
A d i a p o d o u m é ; 
the “Mi yè” in 
Ya m o u s s o u k r o 
and the “Mi ngan” 
in Dabakala. A 
Fraternity council 

was set up, whose president is Mrs. 
Anne-Marie Douh. This is for sure 
an important step for the Ivorian lay 
associates whom we accompany by our 
prayer and with our friendship.  

Vicariate of Central Africa Republic
25 years already! ► Sunday, April 22th, 
was the D-day of the 25th anniversa-
ry celebrations for the presence of the 
Congregation of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus of Betharram in Niem, a village 
in northern Central African Republic. 
During the Holy Mass, His. Exc. Mgr Ar-
mando Gianni, Archbishop of Bouar, 
expressed his heartfelt gratitude to the 
Fathers for the ministry carried out since 
December 1986, when they started the 
mission in Niem.
Along with the Fathers of Niem and 
Bouar, were also present Fr. Jean-Luc 
Morin, Regional Superior, Fr Piero Tra-
meri, person in charge of the mission 
in the Vicariate of Italy and Fr. Antonio 
Canavesi. The latter was welcomed with 
great joy and gratitude, since Fr. Anto-
nio, together with Fr. Arialdo, was one of 
the first protagonists, who had a part in 
the very beginning of the mission.

Vicariate of Argentina-Uruguay
Heirs of the Basques ► On April 27th 
and 28th was held the meeting on 
animation and leadership with a group 
of young people at the secondary school 
called “Los Vascos” (The Basques) in 
Montevideo. These two days of meetings 
were fruitful, of intense work and gave 
a good opportunity of sharing life and 

BIrd’s e y e  vi  e w
Logo for the 150th anniversary of the death of St Michael 

In 2013, our religious family of the Sacred Heart of Jesus of Betharram will be celebra-
ting the 150th anniversary of the death of our Founder, St Michael Garicoits.
The last Council of the Congregation (January 2012) drew up a plan of dedicating a 
whole year to remembering the Saint of Betharram.  With this edition of the NEF begins a 
special rubric allowing us to set out on this voyage of discovery.

PREPARING THE 150TH ANNIVERSARY 
			     1863 – 14th May – 2013
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to celebration the 150th anniversary 
of the death of St Michael.

What is the prize?   We have thought 
that for the young competitor who 
wins the competition there could be 
no better prize that participation at 
the World Youth Days which will be 
taking place in Rio de Janeiro (Brazil) 
23rd – 28th July 2013.
In this year of grace we want to set out 
on this journey; we are being invited 
to deepen our knowledge of the 
personality of our Father St Michael 
and absorb his human and spiritual 
qualities on the route “from the heart 
of Christ to the heart of the world.”

what the figure of St Michael means to 
them.  Our communities are entrusted 
with the task of encouraging the 
young and getting them involved.  
This notice of the competition is to 
be spread as widely as possible so as 
to give rise to questions and be an 
occasion for reflection.

Closing date of the competition.  The 
competition will end 14th November 
2012.  By this date all the work which 
will have reached Fr Enrico Frigerio 
(Vicar General) at the Generalate, will 
be studied by a special commission 
who will choose the logo.  This logo 
will be the official symbol in the whole 
Congregation for the year consecrated 

that and much 
more besides. We 
would hope to 
repeat the process 
at some time in 
the future, but will 
have to wait till vicariate finances recover 
a little.

How important is vocation promotion in 
your community project? 
Vocation promotion has been carried 
on in an unspectacular way by many of 
us, especially Brother Andrew Brother 
Michael, Fr Dominic and Brother Gerard 
despite a very harsh climate for religious 
vocations in England for 25 years. 
Nationally there is an emerging upturn 
in vocations, which we hope to take 
advantage of through our new Betharram 
Spirituality Group, formed for retreat & 
animation for lay groups of all ages. We 
are also blessed with a presence in local 
Catholic Schools where we minister as 
Chaplains and School Governors.

For some years now a few religious from 
the Vicariates of India and Thailand 
have been coming to England for studies 
or minister activities. What are the 
difficulties and the positive aspects? 
The students we have welcomed from 
Thailand and India have been a ‘breath of 
fresh air’ to our communities especially 
the formation house of Olton. They 
have brought youthful energies with 
them, and the Indian brothers especially 
helped to reconnect us with the younger 
generations in the parish. They were 
in effect a kind of reminder of what it 
is to be a functioning training house of 
formation, with all the joys and pains 
therein. The financial costs were a bit of 
a shock to the system (the total cost for 3 
brothers over 4 years was £ 100,000) but 
the gifts they brought to the vicariate 
and to the wider Congregation more 
than outweighed the costs. Out hope 
had been that they would improve 
communication between the different 
parts of the Region, and they have done 

LAY SPIRITUALITY

Reflecting with St Michael Garicoits

In the text of the Manifesto, St Michael 
tells us how he was captivated by the 
mystery of God made man for love of 

us, and how he was dumbfounded in 
the presence of this “magnificent action”.  
He wanted to pass on this experience 
so that we too should be likewise in the 
presence of God’s love and have Jesus 

We are a Christian missionary family, of Betharramite 
spirituality on the increase

Br. Andrew 
with young 

Indian Fathers

“When did all this begin? How did this happen? God acts in mysterious and unpredictable 
ways, but mysteriously, and who knows since when..., He has been preparing our hearts... 
Little by little, He spoke within us, in the events of our everyday life, within our couple... “
This is how Tomás and Natalia’s journey started: a journey which led them to live the 
experience of the betharramite lay missionaries in a rural zone of Northern Argentina. A 
meaningful and intense experience summed up here below in a few pages, but anyone who 
wants to know more about it can discover other tales and testimonies on their “blog”: 
http://misionbetharramitasiambon.blogspot.com.ar/
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as an attraction, a model 
and a means.

“God was pleased to 
be loved and while we 
were his enemies, he 
so loved us that he sent 
us his only begotten 
Son”. Jesus comes out 
to meet us and he calls 
us to the same love 
as we see mentioned 
scores of times in the 
Gospels. This isn’t just 
empty words or simply 
a commentary and 
nothing more; it is quite simply all about 
Jesus who, like us, is real and tangible. 
Love takes possession of us not by force, 
for violence banishes peace, but just 
like lovers, making their relation eternal 
(as we read in the Song of Songs). Jesus 
captivates us as if life were a game, 
including moments when all seems lost 
like that night in the olive groves during 
his prayer when those whom he loved 
dearly became his enemies.  But the 
love of the Trinity is strong, infinite and 
generous. By rising from the dead Jesus 
leads us with Him into life.

In our lives all this becomes very 
concrete and actual in so far as we let 
our  hearts of stone be melted by the 
fire of the Heart of Jesus so as to be able 
to say with Him: “Father, here I am to do 
your will”.  This is how we procure the 
same happiness for all those whom God 
lets us meet. The text of the Manifesto 
possesses a Trinitarian dynamism which 

opens with the Father’s love, through 
the Son’s mission, animated by the 
Holy Spirit. We are invited to enter it by 
whatever means possible; our lives will 
find there their unique raison d’etre and 
their motivation.

“The Son of God became man”  What 
better modal can we find for the life and 
spirituality of the laity than in the mystery 
of the Incarnation at the heart of our 
work, the family and social justice? Jesus 
Christ, God made man, really shouldered 
our human condition from the moment 
of his conception and during his entire 
life, by submitting himself to tough 
working conditions (in the hidden life 
in Nazareth), to bureaucratic politics 
(the census in Bethlehem), to injustice 
(judged and condemned unjustly 
before Pilate) to death on the Cross.   I 
wonder how many of us, laity, see the 
Kingdom at the heart of such realities.  

thank you Fr Ted!

Do you believe that the people around 
you consider your ministry, carried out in 
your community, as something different 
from the ministry fulfilled by the parish 
ministers in the diocese? If yes, in what 
way?
Most definitely! People in the parishes 
around us seem to appreciate the 
presence of a religious community. So 
too do the diocesan priests. We work 
in close collaboration with the diocese 
in both parish and school ministry, 
and people in general appreciate our 
accessibility and simple way of living. 
The differences that people appreciate 

are less in particular things that we do, 
but rather more in the simple fact of 
living together as a praying community 
with all our differences and oddities 
and foibles. When families outside are 
struggling with their own issues and see 
us trying to be faithful in spite of all our 
difficulties, then they are given hope. A 
simple community activity like caring for 
the sick and elderly is a sign of hope for 
families who struggle to look after their 
own sick and elderly.
People see our daily witness, the gift of 
saying each day in faith: ‘Here I am Lord, I 
come to do your will.’

In your vicariate, there are as many 
religious brothers as religious 
priests. How this situation can be a 
worth for Betharram in England? 
Firstly this was an act of God: 
In the 1980’s we had a sudden 
increase of vocations, but all 
those who joined as priests left 
the Congregation while all those 
who joined as Brothers, stayed. 
Secondly the presence of Brothers 
has helped the communities retain 
a sense of balance and purpose. 
That is, religious community life 
is prioritized and celebrated. If 
we had still retained the same 
proportion of priests as of old, 
the temptation would have been 
irresistible to bow to Diocesan 
pressures and disperse into 
parishes in ones and twos, so 
losing our identity altogether. The 
Brothers have in effect guaranteed 
that we focus on our Charism.

Fr. Ted Simpson who, for so many years,      
served the communty as superior
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same charism, each according to his 
vocation and particular mission.  Little 
by little our little community is on the 
increase, first of all with the forthcoming 
arrival of our first child, then that of 
another missionary, Amelia Juiz who 
joined us in the month of March.  She is 
trying  out life with us for a year.  Added 
to all this there is the joy of seeing the 
countless fruits of the mission during the 
past year.  There’s something to fill the 
heart with joy!  We ought to thank the 
Lord for all the help and accompaniment 
received from the Fathers and Brothers 
of Betharram who  have accompanied 
us from the start especially the roving 
community from Santiago del Estero.

We are sure that the Lord will send more 
missionaries to share this life with us!  
May the peace of the risen Christ fill our 
hearts with a lively faith, a hope which 
does not deceive and a love burning for 
God and for all mankind!

In the state of life in Latin America where 
work and the economy are a major 
preoccupation for most families, where 
the rule of bureaucracy crushes the 
poor and does them great harm, where 
social  injustice is blindingly obvious 
because so many of our brothers and 
sisters are excluded from health care and 
good education.  Where do we find the 
light and the strength to announce, as 
disciples, that the Kingdom of God and 
hope of the Resurrection have arrived.  St 
Michael assures us that “the Son of God 
made man” is our attraction, our modal 
and our means.  By being united to Him, 
like the vine shoots, we can transform 
the structures which lie at the heart of 
the limits of our position whether it’s the 
children’s education, fraternal life within 
our communities,  work, or  church 
situations,   as in the use and sharing of 
goods and money.

Making the Betharramite family grow in 
Sambian

As a 
Betharramite 
c o m m u n i t y 
here in 
S a m b i a m , 
we want to 
be ever more 
united to the 
Heart of Jesus 
as well as to all 
Betharramites 
w o r l d - w i d e , 
sharing the 

old Formation House). We came here in 
January 1981, and at first were nervous 
as to how people would accept us after 
nearly a century as a ‘Franciscan’ parish. 
But within a few months people had 
taken us to their hearts. Brother John 
and Brother Liam in particular were 
instrumental in breaking down barriers 
and winning hearts and minds. Fr Ted 
was appointed as Parish Priest and is 
still carrying out this important ministry, 

Along our tour of the communities of the Congregation, we are making a stop today at 
the community of Olton (Vicariate of England), asking a few questions to its members... 
From this interview emerges the portrait of a community which, guided by Br. Andrew 
Ferris, is focused on the most important thing of the religious life and is trustfully 
committed towards the future which, though remaining in the hands of God, is however 
entrusted to the responsibility and the creativity of men and women. The presence of the 
religious not only in the parish, but also in the middle schools as chaplains, has become 
a privileged domain for offering a joyful and “pro-vocating” testimony...

... the community of Olton

Nef: Could you please outline the history 
of the presence of the Religious of 
Bétharram in the Parish of Olton? 
Back in September 1980 the Capuchins 
decided to leave Olton after a 90 year 
presence, since it was no longer their 
house of formation. They decided to 
give The Friary to the Archdiocese 
of Birmingham, and so Archbishop 
Dwyer invited us to move to Olton 
from Garicoits House Worcester (our 

5 mn WITH...

The community of Olton was happy to celebrate the ordination to the diaconate  
of three young Indian Brothers. It was in June 2010


