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Bethlehem

The Extraordinary Life of Sister Marie

There was also an example of bi-location in

1876, for the good of a Sister of St Joseph, Sr
Josephine Rumebe. At death’s door in Cyprus,
she saw Sr Marie coming towards her, telling her
she wasn't going to die for she still had a lot of

Good to do. And thus it was with her in the Holy

Land until her death in 1927, with among other

activities the foundation of the monastery and

sanctuary of the Arc of the Covenant in Abou-

gosch. In 1878, Sr Josephine had the joy of rec-
ognising Sr Marie amongst the Carmelites of

Bethlehem on their way to Nazareth.

Unable to read or write and without any cul-
ture, speaking only bad French mixed with
Arabic, during her ecstasies she had the gift of
real poetry, poems, hymns, and parables. A
Sister who used to listen said: “There was
something gentle, childlike and heavenly in
her actions, her eyes and her tone of voice.
The words which we report are dead in com-
parison with the life and expression she used to
put into them.” Her exhausted voice would
then resume its normal clarity and warmth. It
was during one of her ecstasies that she said
this beautiful prayer to the Holy Spirit.

Holy Spirit, inspire me.

Love of God consume me.

Lead me on the right path.

My Mother Mary look upon me.
With Jesus bless me.

From all evil and all illusion keep y
me. From all danger preserve mc?.

(Continues)
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™= A word from

the Founder Authentic Spiritual Life

In this issue The most noble undertaking there can be is to rélaeh
. Page3:Prayer  SUMMIt of evangelical perfection and be united tm Go

for the General as to become one and the same with the persorHiith

Chapter... 1864 \We are all under obligation to endeavour to bribgud

c Pagte 4: Thet this result; it is the sequel to our being raisedharing the
ast, present, H T
future of conse.  IVine nature: “We must use our body for the glofy
crated life God” (1 Cor 6:19). So we need to know in what i
« Page 9: 10 mn life consists.
e e her  SOMe take it to consist in a multiplicity of prageothers in
Gaspar the great number of external works tending to tloeygof
« Page 15: The God or the relief of our neighbour. Some identifynith
extraordinary continual desire to be saved; some with great atiste
Life of Sr Marie i
(5) Can we say such things are an abuse? No; all thage
are good, even necessary. But it is a mistakegdnsthem
the essential of true piety. True piety which séilest us
and consecrates us to God consists in doing what Go
Gonerd] Chiaoter wants of us: My God, grant us to understand anidirel

something which is very simple, in the Holy Spifther-
1D=0¢ ' 4 wise we are making a gross mistake.

ray for us! Perfect devotion consists in doing what God wahtssp pre-
cisely as He wants, at the time and in the plackcirtum-
stances where we find ourselves. We can make alnthves
we like, do all the brilliant things we please, lg shall be
109th year rewarded only for doing the will of our sovereigrasder.

10thseries, nr. 60 A servant or a worker we employ may do marvelsun o
14 May 2011 house, but if he doesn’'t do what we wish, we dotaké
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any notice of his work, and rightly complain thag Wwave
been badly served.

Perfect devotedness (dévouement), - from whictwibrel
‘devotion’ is derived — also requires us to do Gowill
with love. God likes us to serve Him with joy, amdall
His requirements, it is the heart he looks for.

Such a Master deserves that we should feel happg-to

long to Him. Our devotedness must be sustained con-

stantly, unchangeable, everywhere and always, @ven
things that shock us, or go against our view, aaglina-
tions or plans; it must dispose us to give up Oterests,
our fortune, our time and liberty. Having this disfiion
and acting on it, there lies true devotion.

But as the will of God is often hidden from us, réhés
still another step to be taken in self-denial, nigm® do
God'’s will by obedience, blind obedience, but pntde
its blindness. This condition is imperative on gegre:
the one who is the most enlightened, the one whbes
most capable of drawing souls to God and leadiagitto
Him, must himself be guided by Him ...

One of the main effects of love is to make those Vave
each other to have the same will. It follows thiag more
one loves God, the more our will must be conforrmd
His will, and conversely, the more intimate thisfo-
mity is, the more perfect will love be ...

Saint Paul, from the first moment of his conversion
shows himself perfectly disposed to accept whatSaat
wants: “Lord, what do you want me to do?” (Acts)9A
short phrase, but all-embracing, alive, efficacjoasd
worthy of esteem and reward! It contains only twards,
but says everything: “All God wants me to do and en
dure”. It springs from the depth of the heart araulP
never deviates from it in his conduct. It is woliking
taken up in all states and conditions, especiafiyredi-
gious. It contains a perfect form of life, so mwgchthat if
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S. Ve propbecien of Siater Manie

There were many prophecies by Sr Marie; some wejig
eastern metaphors and were difficult; others remtesl 5
stages in her life and in her death, prior to tire¢ years
spent in Bethlehem. In 1868 she warned Rome thalia by

tary camp near the Vatican was mined. No attentias  Father Pierre
paid to the warning and the camp blew up buryingeso Médebielle, SCJ
of the musicians. They remembered for other waming906-1995 in
which happened during the Council. "Jérusalem",

In this department | can bring a personal witnessigps, —review of
Fr Buzy, her biographer spoke to us about her ojis the Latin
which said that Betharram had taken charge of dteigp- atriarchate
chal seminary. According to him this prophecy walélfed (1983, p. 201-239)
in 1921 when, with Fr Audin he had been giving lees at

the seminary. With my English fellow student, Fr &/a

doups, we think that Father was too lenient inaffeir. But

in 1932 we both experienced the real fulfiiment tbé
prophecy. The Patriarch Barlissina (1920-1947) asked
Betharram to take his seminary in charge. Refudal.the

Superior General added an unwise phrase: shoutd the

“total bother” he would do what was possible. Thariarch

Barlissina created the “total bother” by firing tBenedic-

tine professors from the Seminary on thd 30ne. In Au-

gust he renewed his request from Betharram. Frefstsal.

This time, through Fr Buzy, the Patriarch recalieel phrase

of the Very Reverend Father Paillas. This time tbtine

General Council judged that it was obliged to atcapd so

it was that Betharram took the patriarchal Seminary

charge, almost by force. Fr Waddoups and myself fdub

been named for this foundation, were agreed thig tand

saw the fulfilment of Sr Marie’s prophecies.

Sr Marie was also the subject of angelic possessiast of

all in Pau then in India. Possession by the deithiw the

limits imposed by the Lord himself, have been rdgdrby

the two great experts in the mystical, Fr Garrid@agrange 3
and Fr Mager as a rather terrible means of putitioa
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Joyeux anniversaire

Buon compleanno

60th of religious profession
15th of religious profession

P. Paul Baradat,

Fr Gilbert Napetien Coulibaly
P. Antonio Riva

Fr Edward Simpson

Fr Phairote Nochatchawan
Fr Jiraphat Raksikhao

Fr Viravit Sasai

25°di sacerdozio

P. Graziano Sala
P. Antonio Riva

Feliz cumpleafios

Hno Sixto Benitez

Buon compleanno

P. Gianluca Limonta

Joyeux anniversaire

P. Jean-Marie Rusplil

Joyeux anniversaire
Feliz cumpleafios

P. André Lacaze,
P. Gerardo Ramos

Buon compleanno
55th of priesthood

P. Mario Bulanti
Fr Brian Boyle

Happy birthday

Br Athit D. Kasetsukchai

Joyeux anniversaire
Feliz cumpleafios

P. Bertrand Salla
P. Julio Colina
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we reached this degree of perfection, we would deav

nothing to be desired.

Samuel provides us with another example. His WOI’dS@\
mean the same as St Paul’s: “Here | am; speak,, Lord

Your servant is listening.” (sam3:10). Happy thailso

whose one desire is to know and do what God wahts!

one can find this happiness anywhere on eartts ftoi

doubt among religious. The will of God for themeigi-

dent. God himself gives them command by their super

ors, speaks to them by their Rule, enlightens tlaeah

moves them interiorly, and teaches them by thagadli

and promptings what He wants from them. “Happy are

we, O lIsrael, because God reveals to us what @e&sént Michael
Him” (Bar 4:4). All that remains for us to do is poit our Garicoits
hearts to the task promptly and do perfectly what pere, Me Voici,
know God wants. pp. 23-27

%Aﬁ% %ffﬁew/éa/ﬁ wrGle. .. forthe General Chapter 1894

Buon compleanno

Bon anniversaire

P. Emilio Manzolini

P. Joseph Mazerolles

Happy birthday
45°di sacerdozio

P. Carlo Ruti
P. Aurelio Riva

Happy birthday

Fr Subesh Odiyathingal

Bon anniversaire
Feliz cumpleafios

P. Barnahé Kpéhéléfopé Bakary
P. Crispin Villalba

Buon compleanno
Happy birthday

P. Angelo Bianchi
Fr Anton Madej

Feliz cumpleafios

Hno. Victor Torales

Bon anniversaire

45 afios de sacerdocio

P. Jean Laclau
P. Jorge Murias

50th of priesthood

Fr. Thomas Kelly

Let us pray for each other: May God grant us rezdpect, a love of the
Cross, the grace of a happy death of which Mary maased patroness
at the foot of the Cross.

Let us pray for all the important intentions an@ss$es of the
Congregation.

Let us pray for the General Chapter that God wiiif the delegates all
the necessary lights, and help them to adopt measupost useful for
the good of the Congregation.

For the sick that the Lord may grant them cure patience;
For the missionaries, zeal and prudence;

For students, the knowledge which makes scholadstfze high class
science which makes saints;

For our dear novices, subject of so much care asuehthe
grace to build their spiritual edifice on the vigsiand Heart o
Our Lord and of his holy Mother.
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The past, present and future of consecrated life

During its assembly last November, the Union of Major
Religious Superiors made an analysis of consecidteth
Europe. The situation is worrying but not hopeledsw
missionary fields have opened up on condition thay can
be detected by reviving the particular charism hridging
them up to date. The 160 Major Religious Supenmwesent
all agreed: the majority of the apostolic institutevere
founded in the wake of the French Revolutiona society
and for a society in full spiritual and moral break down.
Starting with the waythe Congregations faced the apostolic
needs of the day, let's see how today with renefidlity

to their primitive charism, the Congregations caspond to
the challenges of evangelisation in similar codisi

Then: In the 19" century, after the Age of Enlightenment
and the French Revolution, society no longer ascegptd-
ance and instruction from the Church concerningadtical,
social and moral well being. At best the Church wasred
and restricted to her own territory; at worst shesvperse-
cuted. The prevailing ideas were elsewhere: liimral so-
cialism, positivism, and communism. This is the ibemg
of secularism; the new ideologies form the bed exfhdisti-
anisation. Culture was now in the hands of an efite
weighed on the social and political life in a secuhanner,
and removing it more and more from its Christiaotso

Today: In Europe the separation from Christianity is seme
thing evident and massive. Civil society has nughivhat-
soever to do with society of days gone by, steapgdos-
pel values. On the one hand the Church recognises t
autonomy of the State in the elaboration of theisdcand
economical fabric; on the other hand this autondemgls to
marginalise the Church in the social field. Consetly,
the two ages pose the same challengstore the Gospel
values in the social, cultural and political socléde so as to
open it to the real and total dimension of mankind.

#60 | 14th May 2011

I's there any phrase or aspect of our Father St Michael
which has become more relevant since 2005? - | rather
like the way St Michael used to accompany by letiter
Betharram communities, for example the communitthat
Moncade College in Orthez or the young mission ime#-
ica. Here is what he wrote to Fr Diego Barbe, doeof
the San Jose College: “It really beggars belieft Bhat
can we do? When someone has fixed ideas it's lvageit
rid of them! And people believe that it is a wastetime
when things don’t go according to our imaginatigilove
all it is not possible to understand, savour arnzkeptwith
“corde magno et animo volenti et constanti the absg
fruitlessness or failures which have to be acakpteobe-
dience. It is the manna still hidden for many of €orr.
l, letter 163) One would almost say that such sstijges
are aimed at us. The hidden manna is our union @lttist
which makes everything else important. Often pnuisle
come from our lack of faith and our commentariescivh
are often negative and not very encouraging, as theas
case of the gossip about the college in Orthez.

To conclude have you a prayer or a wish? - As | ap-
proach the end of this mandate | can but thankfGiothe
way in which He trusted me thanks to my brotherthat
last General Chapter. First of all because He chared-
est individual, from a modest family in a smalllage in
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some unknown corner. Secondly because he chose a

Betharramite from Spain which was not very involed
the history of the Congregation. Father of heaved a
earth, | give you praise. Yes Father, this has baarn
will. | give thanks to God, for having been abdevisit
the Congregation for the past six years, and te len
witness of the marvels which He is doing with otwtb-
ers and through them for the salvation of mankipot.
these six years of service to Betharram, | can mtymy
voice with that of the psalmist: O Lord, it is yaino are
my portion and cup ; it is you yourself who are pmize.
(Ps 16,5-6).
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vinced that all this hard work has given birth tpracious
document which is a reflection of our identity arsd
called to renew the life of our Congregation.

When you launched the regionalisation you stressed its
spiritual dimension. What results can you see? - Two
and a half years is too short for a trial, but ¢hare posi-
tive signs. Some of the vicariates used the Narfaitlei
for their annual retreat. In community and amormst
selves we ought to be able to share something alisGo
action in our lives and in today’s world. This kiotishar-
ing is practised by the General Council, the Cdusfdihe
Congregation, in the Regional Councils and in some
Councils of Vicariates and communities. Another émp
tant point is finding in all our communities a fiiteitor
once held by the superior. The Council of the Ceggr
tion in Bangalore asked each Region to plan megtoig
Superiors. Two have not yet met but it is importnte
want to give greater depth to our spiritual lifedan the
witness of our communities.

What missionary priorities can you envisage for Bethar-
ram to be faithful to its charism and in step with the
needs of our times? - For the mission the priority of pri-
orities will be the formation of international coranities.
From France to begin with, the Congregation alsut se
missionaries from Spain, Italy and England to Ameeri
The Holy Land, China, Thailand, Morocco, Algeriaoty
Coast, Centre Africa and India. Betharram must rema
missionary while changing the destination. No goesbf
neglecting what has been begun in Asia, Africa and
America; missioners will be needed in Europe tokbaz
key projects and to instil a fresh vocational bneain our
communities. At the same time we are keeping aeclos
eye on what is happening in China where Betharram h
been on the back burner since 1951. Not far awenetis
Vietnam; the Holy Spirit who entrusted the treasafreur
charism to St Michael Garicoits is making eyessathere

in favour of vocations.
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Then: The French Revolution undermined the Church struuperficial
tures: the clergy were pursued or prevented frorfopaing religiosity
their ministry which rebounded on the religiousgtice of

the people deprived of the Word of God. Consedudimere

was an air of indifference, sustained by the |ackvangelis-

ers and the declared hostility of the overall aaltu

Today: Our present situation is a repetition of this plan,
by exaggerating it, and with two characteristicsapntly
at odds: on the one hand an increasing number ayfi@e
is abandoning traditional religion (in Europe, r€urch
goers are already in the minority); on the othand)
there is a return to religion, often expressedimmbigu-
ous and superficial manner, tinged by the occulgwen
individualism. It is a form of religion to be meaed,
purified and freed of simple traditions; a formrefigion
to be totally re-bornin the personal, family, social and
cultural life and be solidly rooted in the Word@éd.

Then: This form of religion, cut off from its roots andrhe moral of
lacking strong convictions, has repercussions emtbral the “isms”
behaviour of Christians; the %%entury witnessed the

birth and development of individualism and subjastn,

which led to religious and moral relativism. Theras no

longer room for evangelical principles upon whiah t

draw the moral values useful for everyone. Thera yo

have the roots of subjectivism, refusing every ek

regulation judged to be harmful to personal freeddm

such a situation where only the individual “me”#gj the

only moral code to be legal is the one which referthe

individual who establishes it.

Today: These *“victories” over thought have become abso-
lute “dogmas”, acquired “truths” to be defendedtbg pre-
vailing culture and adopted by crowds of peoplesreby
good Christians. Modern culture accepts as authtité ego
culture (freedom), imposing the rules for a hapginto be
acquired by any means judged suitable, and the tigtle-
cide freely of one’s life. Catholic morality is ademned to
silence for it is suspected of being alien to madkand in
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denial of his freedom. Our age is dominated by mimgi-

vidualism which invades the socio-political sphered by
religious relativism; there is support for the daity of

truths and the equality of beliefs. Add to that @imbient
scepticism concerning the capacity of human re&saaach
truth, and the indifference for which it is useléssking for
the truth and being member of some religious factio

Then: The 19" century witnessed the advance of the bour-

geoisie whose only aim was the accumulation of the#he

encouragement of unbounded growth and productikitym

the point of view of the moral code, the conseqasrare the
research of profit at all costs. Capitalism imposethey and
wealth as hard-and-fast necessities. Social ingpsalare
more obvious. The most important asset was praztucto

as to create wealth and create well-being, exdgitib the
end only a tiny minority would be the better off.

Now: Living conditions have improved, the people have
benefited from the many social advantages. However,

globalisation has spoiled the "i@entury culture which
represents the foundations of modern mentality.nrany

profits, wealth, success, self affirmation repré$ba val-

ues of life. To get there, there is only one wagividual-

ism without scruples or the sense of sharing. \WWeslthe

mirror whereby one sees and is to be seen; thareuttf

selfishness, of appearances, of having at the sgpeh
being has been established as a supreme rule.

In a word, the two epochs pose the same problesstone
the Gospel values in the moral, social, cultural political
life, not with the intention of enclosing society ithe
Church’s nets, but to contribute to the formatidran indi-
vidual and collective culture capable of placing treal
needs of the individual in the fore front and tlufiopening
him up to every aspect of human and transcendémsa

How did St Michael and his companions respond tdbpr
lems like ours? What direction did they take? Hame a
few that could easily inspire us today.
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small Congregation. Yet, when an authentic andyasige (
witness is borne about the charism it rarely leatres %Mﬁ/xﬂ/ﬁ
young indifferent. Such was the case in Thailandndia, .

in Ivory Coast and in America. If only people hae tour- 7€ Superior General
age to suggest to the young to experience meett)f&

example in an Ignatian Retreat, the young wouldtwan

enter Betharram, even here in Europe.

The previous Chapter had launched two important pieces
of work: the rule of life and regionalisation. How do
things stand after six years? - It was the 1999 General
Chapter which organised the Congregation in regamms
named them. The 2005 Chapter took the necessgrgsiHs
tions so that the new form of government would depded
in the second half of the mandate. On the 1st JgrgD9
the new organisation in vicariates and regions tnecaf-
fective. To begin with it all seemed very easy, fuiting it
into practice made us quickly aware of the diffimd. We
thought that it would be quite simple. Yet | bekethat
there is no going back as was suggested by theoRagi
chapters. The future of the Congregation lies niviag
towards unity in the respect of the cultural diffleces of
the vicariates. The Region is also a means of ungfyhe
vicariates, the communities and individuals who pose
the life of the Congregation. The General ChapiaBéth-
lehem is going to have to weigh up what has besred
correct what had been suggested and which turnedoou
be useless when put into practice.

The revision of the Rule of Life is linked to regadisa-
tion. To put this project into practice it was nesary to
adapt the Rule. This is why Fr Francesco had apgubia
commission at the beginning of 2002. They havea&rh
idle! While being respectful of the work done 86D the
Commission included the reflexion of the past 48rgeon
consecrated life and on the charism. It was thoutggit
the work would have been finished sooner but thpeex
ence with the regionalisation made us more readist|
has led us to make minor last minute changes. t@m
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ramites which keeps me awake at night. Until | have
proof to the contrary | have utmost trust in eagligious:
his choice of the Congregation was carefully cozgd.
And | have learned to say with St Michael: “I amable,

I am unworthy, perhaps | am both unable and unworth
but a word from you, Lord, and | shall be both vagrand
able”. “Let’s live and die in the feeling of deeprhility
and trust full of love and abandonment.” (Corr dttdr
46). | am convinced that | have great limits arat thcan
rely on the Lord; if he had destined me for this/ge, he
will surely give me the grace to carry it out.

As Superior General what was the most painful event
you had to endure? - Signing the exit decrees for two
religious was very difficult for me. But the hartlegas
my visit to Ivory Coast in September 2009. At tmel ef
the retreat | had to admonish by letter severdhefreli-
gious whose behaviour left much to be desired. | Bigs
at peace, for all the decisions had been thougat by
the Councillors of the Vicariate. What left me thié more
at peace and trustful for the future was to see enu-
inely the majority of the religious and the younbonare
in formation are attached to Betharram and howemiit
they are in their humanity and as Christians.

What has made you happy and continues to keep you

happy in the exercise of your functions? - | have been
lucky to have witnessed the action of God's gratehie
lives of the brothers who at times of crises arféiadilties

have been able to respond faithfully to their viagtespe-
cially through spiritual accompaniment. | am equ&lappy
to see that our Betharramite formation gets itsngjth from
the regular discussion which the young religious tath

his formator, and the Spiritual Exercises of Stalijus.

What a joy to know that this year, the 30 Days whezh in

our three novitiates at Adrogue, Bethlehem and Bhorg!

What is your greatest cause for hope for the future of the
Congregation? - We inherited from St Michael Garicoits a
charism which is both attractive and very actuaé 8ve a
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In the face of a society stunned by the Revolut®inivi-
chael was very conscious of the mission. He fouritied
Congregation to be a “flying camp”, precisely tanigrthe
Word of God to all sectors of society and cultufetre
day, and consequently to change mentalities anaviair.

Today as at the time of our founder there is a ibgrn
need of wide spread evangelisation capable of peimey
the tough hides of indifference, superficiality grukitive
traditions; there is need for a strong and creditaess,
acceptable in the historic-cultural context of aisty
which has lost the savour of the Gospel messagkhas
relegated it to the private sector. As in the timhét Mi-
chael there is need for an enlightened messag@edyyle
attentive to the signs of the times), adapted g0 ascon-
struct the link between faith and community (fagdjli
social and political) and revive Christian insgivatin the
multiple and complicated dimensions of existence.

St Michael had understood the need to form conseign
beginning with the conscience of individuals anstiitions,

for the good of society. This explains how attemthe was
for the youth (through the schools and other plades the

family which was an area where many vital factoeetmHe

paid great attention to catechesis (for a Christaamation

which was not superficial), to preaching (for aeliv an-

nounce of the Word). These were all areas demaritiieg
attention of St Michael in his time, and he has tleém as a
heritage to his religious so that they should eegaigh them

according to the means and methods of each age it iaro

be done within the queries of the culture of thg. da

No need to point out that today more than ever,Gherch
considers these spheres of activity as a priooityefrangelisa-
tion; this is where the present and future of tekelver and of
society is played out today. “New Evangelisatioghthnds a
whole string of spiritual propositions, of idea$,pwojects as
was the case in the #%entury. Which spheres are con-
cerned? “Catechesis, the Word of God, Christian audtlral
formation, the social and political engagement ofigtians,
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the study and application of the social doctringhef Church,
missionary activity of all the faithful. Everythinghat is the
sphere of consecrated souls, but not only thertg Ieok to
their formation and bring answers to these priesiti

Our Congregation must feel the call of the Churskiray

us to clarify the reasons for our presence, lookarghe

most pressing needs in the different spheres dafitgct
mentioned above. And this with the consciencecalled

by the Superiors General — that we are not relsyifou

what we do but for the way in which we do it, and the

why and wherefore for which we do it. The numaed

quality of our works are of little importance. Weust

first of all watch our “way of life”.

At the beginning of the Congregation there wasaaihgh
discernment and real courage: Betharram was plactohe
with the demands of evangelisation. With a smathber of
Fathers who were convinced of their mission anching to
reduce the break between the culture (that is leoimagine
the life of faith) and the Church, who brings thecessary
values for a life which is totally human. This safrecture
happens to be one of the dramas of modern times.

We have inherited a spirituality based on ithearnation
(key word of the Church at all times, and espegi@itay

whenever there is talk of evangelisation) on the- pr
gramme and virtues of the Sacred Heart (found & th

Ecce venio — here | amef his offering to his Father), on
the image of Mary (united to her Son by l®ce ancilla
— behold the handmaid of the Lord); this is a spality
which is attentive to history, a gift of self, &pious pres-

ence, conscious and discreet. Today we must bedcembe
ded in our reality, with the same discernment amal t

same fraternal and community urgency of the eaaiysd

To my mind, our activities (including parishes) shibbe
work places of meditation and preaching nourishethb
Word of God, by catechesis, by human and spirifoial
mation for the youth, for adults and families. Sany
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stages in the history of Betharram and which thar€
is showing us today.

| think that the General Chapter is going to beoklen

opportunity for that deep and courageous examinatb

conscience which the 160 Superiors General ara@ski
us in the name of the Church. And all that to pesgr
from the past to the present and thence towardithee

with renewed courage.

10 MINUTES WITH... the V. R. Father Gaspar
NEF: 14th-31st May are two important dates for an im-

portant meeting. How are you looking forward to this
new stage? - With mixed feelings. On the one hand | am

longing to get to grips with such an important ghisthe With the General
life of the Congregation, that is the General Chan Chapter about to
Bethlehem, because it is an experience of frageroit open in Bethlehem,
internationality and discernment in the life of thengre- NEF wanted to
gation. On the other hand | am feeling a bit nesydar | take stock of his
have to render an account before the represergaiiiiaie Mandate with
different vicariates, on the life and mission of tBethar- Father Gaspar

ram family during these past six years. g%renr?r(‘j?;égﬁrez'
How do you feel about the Congregation? - Full of life and yith the Superior

dynamism! There too, there are two views: on the loand General.
it is the end of an epoch dominated by Europeatui@jlon
the other hand the period is placing us beforecti@lenges
of an ever expanding multiculturisme. We have wel
sponded to the requests of Vatican Il: the mystiialen-
sion of consecration has been better understoaoithéylis-
covery of our Charism; efforts have been madergngthen
the life of our communities; the mission has beanied,;
formation has been pursued with great clarity adoss-
ness; collaboration with the laity has become niorpor-
tant by sharing our spirituality as well as the siug.

Can you till deep well when the whole life of the reli-
gious reaches you? - | am not a good sleeper but | must
say that, thank God, it is not the problems of Ble¢har-

Ennio Bianchiscy




