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and there she would stay professing her love for 
God. A single order from her Prioress would be 
enough to bring her back to earth and she would 
slide down holding on to the tips of the 
branches which normally were unable to bear 
her weight. 

The stigmata on her hands and feet which had 
already appeared while she was in Marseilles 
returned regularly in Pau. They would begin on 
Thursday and last until Friday night, especially 
in Lent and during Holy Week. They were the 
bleeding reproductions of the Lord’s wounds to 
her hands, her feet, and her side and around her 
head with the holes of the thorns. 

Sister Marie endured piercing of her heart like 
St Theresa of Avila. In the case of Sr Marie 
this happened during an ecstasy in the little 
oratory in the garden in Pau, on Sunday 24th 
May 1868. The wound inflicted made her 
scream with the pain and the ecstasy; in August 
1878 her heart was examined when it was re-
moved to be taken to Pau by Fr Estrate and 
Mlle Berthe Dartigaux. The doctor pointed to a 
scar of a wound which had been inflicted 
through and through the heart; for him this was 
something totally incomprehensible, in a heart 
which had never been ailing. 

Best wishes! 

The Blessed Miriam of Jesus Crucified Region is happy to announce the first pro-
fession of : 

• Anthony Siluvai, Jacob Biso Puliampally and Michael Bistis T. Fernando from 
the Vicariate of India, on May 7h in Bangalore. 

• Pracha Yutthakitrattana, Prasert Pitakkiriboon, Sanan Pleepor, 
Sommai Sopaopaad and Surasak Doohae from the Vicariate of 
Thailand, on May 14th in Chom Tong. 

Let us accompany with prayer and friendship the future professed 
and all the Religious of the Sacred Heart of Bétharram in Asia. 
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On the 2nd June, the bicentenary of St Michael Garicoits’ 
First Communion is going to be celebrated at Garris in the 
Parish of St Palais. Several Betharramites from the French-
Spanish Vicariate will be present at the celebrations; to be-
gin with there will be a talk at Oneix, a procession with the 
Saint’s relics as far as Garris where Mass will be celebrated. 

It seems that formerly it was the custom to celebrate the 
First Communion on Trinity Sunday which in 1811 fell 
on June 9th. By then Michael Garicoits was 14 years of 
age, and it was not without difficulty that he reached his 
meeting with Jesus in the Eucharist. The dangerous influ-
ence of Jansenism led him to believe that he would never 
be worthy of such close relationship with Jesus. But the 
Father of Jesus Christ made Michael understand that he 
was the God of Love and not a god of terror.   

Official shepherd for the Anguelu family in Oneix, Mi-
chael enjoyed long periods of solitude which he would fill 
with singing hymns learned at Church, with studying his 
catechism or simply in thoughts. It was a perpetual strug-
gle for him between what he learned in his catechism and 
what he felt was God really, and this until the day that the 
Father revealed to him that he loved the humble and 
granted him the light and consolation of his love for him.  
He was so plunged in his thoughts on the Lord’s favours 
that he banged his head against the wall of the sheep fold.  
St Michael often confided this experience. 

St Michael Garicoits’ First Communion 
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From that day forward he took things more calmly. He 
was still full of longing to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, 
to feel God’s love that he accepted the delay fixed by 
those in authority even if he didn’t share their severity 
after his discovery of the God of Love. Almost certainly 
this intensified the quality of his first meeting with Jesus 
in the Sacrament. And his priestly vocation became more 
intense without the shadow of a doubt.   

For the sons of St Michael Garicoits this anniversary is to 
be the occasion of thinking about the meaning of the 
Eucharist in our lives as disciples and missionaries of Je-
sus humiliated and obedient. The meeting with Jesus in 
the Eucharist never leaves one indifferent; it makes us 
more like Jesus every time, as was the case for Michael 
Garicoits, even if we are not always fully aware of it and 
may even be distracted.   

When like Jesus at the Last Supper, we take the bread and 
wine fruit of the earth and work of human hands, we ac-
cept our human condition, receiving all things from the 
goodness of our Father; thus we can lead a life full of 
meaning and happiness. “Accept! Take,”  St Michael used 
to say in his Offering. Like him, we give ourselves to God 
so that he will change us and make us worth of Jesus, of  
the Father and of  the Holy Spirit. 

When like Jesus at the Last Supper, we give thanks and 
blessings to God for the bread and wine, we are  united to 
Jesus whose life was a blessing, the good news, praise, 
thanksgiving to the Father of all goodness for his love for 
Jesus and for us, a love which is evident  in all that we are 
and all we are worth, whatever we have and whatever 
happens to us: marvels of the Lord. 

When, like Jesus at the last Supper, we break the bread 
and share it, we break it up for there is no other for shar-
ing it. By partaking in the Eucharist we can neither hold 
on to things nor safeguard our person. We must be dedi-

This anniversary 
is to be the 
occasion of 

thinking about 
the meaning of 

the Eucharist in 
our lives as 

disciples and 
missioners of 

Jesus humiliated 
and obedient.  
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The Extraordinary Life of Sister Marie 
4. In Pau: Extraordinary gifts 

When in 1867 Mariam arrived in Pau “she had all the 
characteristics of someone from the East - the shape of 
her head, her slit dark eyes, her olive tinted complexion, 
her liveliness, her childlike joy, her deep voice results of 
the dagger wound in Alexandria and which had affected 
her wind pipe but added to the fascination which was 
hers, finally her affectionate actions, for example kissing 
the hands of her companions or simply embracing them”. 

On 2nd July she began her novitiate under the predestined 
name of Mary of Jesus Crucified:  Mary in memory of the 
graces of her birth and of that night in Alexandria; Jesus 
Crucified for the grace already received and which was to 
continue for the rest of her life reproducing the mystery of 
the sufferings of Christ in her own body. For her, her as-
sent to Carmel was going to be her assent to Calvary, 

The extraordinary gifts began straightaway. This unusual 
case was studied closely by the most serious of persons 
which offered total security: the Bishop of Bayonne, a very 
prudent man if ever there was one, the superior of the dioce-
san seminary, the dean of St Martin’s who had the reputation 
of a saint, Fr Estrate of Betharram, her spiritual director. 

This Arab novice was showered with a wealth of extraordi-
nary charisms, which in her childlike simplicity she didn’t 
even suspect their number or value. Mgr Lacoste, the Bishop, 
asked the Sisters – and especially Sr Veronica, to keep an 
account of these charisms and the words spoken during ecsta-
sies. They only noted in normal French what she said ; the 
note books came to constitute important material. There was 
no morbid incitement present in the rapture of her soul. 

Like St Joseph of Cupertino, she had many levitations, eight 
in Pau where she was raised to the top of a tall lime tree and 
in Bethlehem where she was raised to the summit of an olive 
tree.  In her rapture she would be raised to the top of the tree 

by 
Father Pierre  
Médebielle, SCJ 
1906-1995 in 
"Jérusalem",  
review of 
the Latin  
Patriarchate 
(1983, p. 201-239) 
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16 Happy birthday Fr. Chanchai Temaroonrung 

17 Feliz cumpleaños P. Mario Sosa 

20 Feliz cumpleaños P. Gaspar Fernández 
P. José Rovegno 

21 Buon compleanno P. Pietro Villa 

23 Buon compleanno P. Simone Panzeri 

27 5 ans de sacerdoce P. Iyad Salameh Bader 
P. Boutros Rufail Alhijazin 

   

2 Happy birthday Br. Thinakorn Damrongusasin 

3 Buon compleanno P. Ernesto Colli 

4 Joyeux anniversaire P. Elie Kurzum 

5 Buon compleanno P. Antonio Canavesi 

7 Happy birthday Br. Jose Kumar Johnrose 

10 Feliz aniversario 
Buon compleanno 
Happy birthday 

P. José Mirande 
P. Guido Pradella 
Fr. Shaju Kalappurackal 

11  Feliz cumpleaños P. Guido Eugenio Garcia 

12 Joyeux anniversaire P. Pierre Leborgne 

13 10th of profession 
congratulations 

Br José Kumar Johnrose 
Br Vincent Masilamani 
Br Pascal Ravi 

14 Joyeux anniversaire 
Buon compleanno 
Joyeux anniversaire 
60th of profession 
15th of profession 
congratulations 

P. Paul Baradat 
P. Antonio Riva 
F. Gilbert Napetien Coulibaly 
Fr  Edward Simpson 
Fr Phairote Nochatchawan 
Fr Jiraphat Raksikhao 
Fr Viravit Sasai 

17 25 anni di sacerdozio 
auguri 

P. Graziano Sala 
P. Antonio Riva 

22 Buon compleanno P. Gianluca Limonta 

23 Joyeux anniversaire P. Jean-Marie Ruspil 
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cated, be disturbed, be sacrificed, for others following the 
example of Jesus himself who by his death on the cross, 
has become the Bread for the life of the world: lose one’s 
life to save it like the grain of wheat. 

When, like Jesus at the Last Supper, we offer the bread 
and share the cup of wine, we receive this Body given up 
for us and the blood of Jesus shed for us, and he leads us 
into his offering so that today, like Him, we can give our 
life for our brothers. 

When, like Jesus at the Last Supper, we eat this bread 
and drink this cup, we are united with Him and share his 
life. Eating and drinking supposes that we assimilate what 
we are eating and drinking; that it has become part of us.  
Each of us personally is assimilated to Jesus; that’s what 
is meant by living as a Christian; that’s what is meant by 
being a disciple of Jesus. 

When, like Jesus at the Last Supper, all present eat and 
drink, is the communion expressed in the epiclesis: when 
we are fed by his body and blood and full of the Holy 
Spirit, may we become one body and one spirit in Christ 
(3rd Eucharistic Prayer). By partaking of the same bread, 
the body of Jesus given up, and by drinking the conse-
crated wine, his blood shed for the multitude, Jesus is 
present in everyone, and all become capable of uniting 
their differences and becoming his living Body, that is 
the Church. 

The Bread broken into so many pieces and consumed is 
lost, disappears and lies hidden in those who have re-
ceived it.  But it is not really lost; it transforms those who 
receive it into the living Body of Christ, present in the 
world and acting for the good of all mankind. Likewise 
for the chalice of wine; it is present in the joyful witness 
together with all the fruits of life, in those who have par-
taken of it. 

Gaspar Fernandez,SCJ 

The communion 
with this body 
given up and 
with this blood 
poured, puts us 
into the 
dynamics of love 
so that, like 
Him, we give up 
our life for our 
brethren.  
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YÜA Xàv{xvÉÑtÜ ãÜÉàxAAA  In his personal notes between the feast  
of St Joseph and the Annunciation 1872 

This is the time when the Church is inviting all the faithful to 
meditate on the Passion. This is the time when she presents us 
with the Cross. 

 Oh Cross, hail! Come and console the afflicted, support the weak, 
and convert all sinners. What a sight to behold God thus beaten, humili-
ated, and taking a body so as to be able to die. Throughout his whole life 
he has been longing for this moment! When this moment arrives, he says 
that it is his hour; he goes out to meet it, he hands himself over. 

O my God, you are as willing to die as I am ready to offend you.  He could 
have redeemed me with a prayer; of course not, he wanted to undergo all 
this suffering for my conversion, to drag me away from sin, inspire me 
with horror for it, make me pure and have me for himself. 

In the Garden of Olives he trembles, sweats blood as he thinks of my sins. 
In the presence of his judges Caiaphas, Pilate or Herod he suffers pa-
tiently all the calumny, the blows, the spittle, in expiation for all the scan-
dal, the anger, and wrongful words. Oh my God! All this anger is so many 
blows.  All these terrible words are the spittle. 

Is that all? My God, it is not! I must die for your love! If you are not moved 
when you see me on the cross. “I shall call all to myself” (John 12,32). 

He is going up!!! His holy mother is following him!!! What a sight for her 
seeing her Son dragged along, and hearing the insults. What sorrow for 
her as she hears the blows with the hammer. What sorrow seeing him be-
tween two thieves. 

What a sight to behold the purest of virgins opposite her crucified son. To 
see this son who is God himself...” When I shall be raised up I shall draw 
all men to myself”. 

He instituted this sacrifice so as to prolong the memory of it. Here he is 
giving himself in Communion; come to me; now is the time to prepare. 

Poor sinners, God is calling you from his Cross. This is what your sins have 
done, those bad confessions. What are you going to do? Are you going to re-
sist his appeal?  How wrong it would be to make such sufferings useless! 

O my God, with every mortal sin I deserved hell. Every time I have renewed 
the sufferings of God. Behold the Cross the proof of God’s love. His soul. 
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You think that this exchange between England and India 
will bear some fruits? Can you see any already? - I think by 
this exchange, the bond between England and India has been 
strengthened. It also has given me the opportunity to build 
relationship with all Priests and Brothers in English vicariate. 
I am positive that Indian vicariate will benefit from this ex-
change. At the same time it has made me aware that most of 
Vicariate members are getting on in years and there are voca-
tion problems… Yes, I am quite sure that this exchange be-
tween English and Indian Vicariates will bring some fruits in 
the future. This opportunity has opened up possibilities in the 
promotion of vocations in England. It also provided opportu-
nities to establishing a closer relationship with both English 
and Indian Vicariates. The experience of living in a commu-
nity of lay Brothers at Olton Friary has inspired me to promote 
vocations to the Brotherhood within our congregation in India.   

What is the most precious experience you take back with you 
to India and, on the other hand, what are the difficulties you 
faced in adjusting to your new surroundings? - The most 
precious experience I take back is my pastoral experience 
working with our parish school (Our Lady Of Compassion), 
working with the young people, and families. I have also build 
a strong link with Birmingham catholic youth service which 
will support our parish youth. The key words are Relationship, 
Communication, and Openness etc... which I will share. There 
were lots of difficulties starting from climate, food, culture..... 
but the love and friendship from the community helped a lot to 
adjust to the new surroundings… The most precious experi-
ence I shall take back to India will be my pastoral missionary 
work experience in England and the beautiful experience of 
Pope Benedict’s visit last September at the Beatification cere-
mony of Blessed John Henry Newman in Birmingham. As for 
me, the main difficulties I have experienced have been related 
to climate and Language. The cold winters were a new experi-
ence for me and the Birmingham regional accent did present 
some problems in the beginnings. I have adjusted to the Brit-
ish winter and the accent is no longer a concern. 

Pascal, Vincent &  
Wilfred, deacons 

in memoriamin memoriamin memoriamin memoriam    

On April 13th in 
Asuncion, Para-
guay, Mr. Remigio 
Zaracho, 82 years 
old, died. He was 
father of our newly-
ordained Fr. Alberto 
Zaracho Barrios. 
Let us pray for his 
eternal rest. 
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week. I had mixed feelings when I was asked to go and do 
my further formation in England. I was welcomed joyfully to 
the Sacred Heart Community, English Vicariate and to the 
Olton Friary parish. In the Community there was Br. Gerard 
a familiar face to our Indian Betharramites. It felt like home 
except for the weather. 

How this period in England helped you in your formation? 
- This period in England gave me lots of scope. It had effect 
in my intellectual, spiritual, social dimensions of my life. 
The most important lesson I learned is to have relationship 
with our brothers in the community. There are so many 
things which I have learned and I am afraid that I am limited 
by words… These last three and half years of formation in 
England has helped me to grow in my vocation. As a result 
of being a member of the community with a pastoral mission 
in the parish has opened me to challenges concerning the 
faith and moral matters that we face today in our modern 
world. By serving the people of the Olton friary parish and 
other missionary placements during summer have brought 
many opportunities to engage with people and put into prac-
tice of the topics of my theological studies.  

How did you live the spirit of Saint Michael in Olton Fri-
ary, in Oscott College and in your ministry in the Parish or 
in your school ministry? - The spirit of St. Michael has al-
ways helped me to engage in my entire ministry. I can recall 
the word of St. Michael “Forward always forward” was so 
encouraging when I had difficulties. And I tried my best to 
live and share with all whom I encountered... I have a special 
devotion and admiration for the spirit of St. Michael which 
attracted me from the beginning of my vocational journey. 
The phrase of “Bringing the same happiness to others” has 
been an important influence in my missionary zeal. I have 
held in my life this particular aspect of the spirit of St. Mi-
chael throughout these years of my stay in England. I can 
truthfully say that I have tried my best always by being avail-
able to the needs of others, open to new challenges, by listen-
ing and being open to criticisms.  

 

5 MN with…  
�  
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Go for Life! That Life which we each received from the 
Father as a gift and vocation; the Life of all living crea-
tures, the whole of creation, dreamt of and willed by God; 
the whole of human Life, of millions and millions of exis-
tences, histories, people; the Life of the charisma of 
Betharram and of the spirituality of St Michael, the Life 
of our brothers, witnesses of the threats weighing on life 
and faith from one  end of our continent to the other. 

Go for Life! With the global conscience of Mother Na-
ture, God’s great creation at the service of mankind, with 
an ecology which is respectful, which listens, which feeds 
on the gifts within our reach, but without spoiling it, or 
polluting it; not to waste it like a simple reservoir of 
cheap raw material.  

Go for Life! Because from the moment of conception we 
respect it, want it, love it.  We intend to look after it, protect 
it, strengthen it, make it increase. We admit that everything 
is a gift from the Father in Jesus, through the power of the 
Spirit. We want to take care of Life. It is like a pregnant 
woman: when she sees danger she protects herself with her 
arms. This is how we want to act towards others. We feel 
we are brothers to so many suffering souls, the marginal-
ised, the excluded, the poor, children, young and old, single 
mothers who are exploited and reduced to slavery, those 
who are ruined by drugs and alcohol, those imprisoned by 
violence and fear, those who are shut off from the Good  
News of Life  in Jesus, the  Godless, the landless, the home-
less; those who have no family, the sick and the dying, 
those whose life and whose faith are under threat. 

Go for Life! Because we are brothers, religious and laity, 
we recognise ourselves as such. Consequently, we share 
the same mission, that of Jesus, of St Michael and of count-
less Betharramites: to get for others the same happiness. 
We who are saved and freed by the God of Love, we want 
to proclaim the Good News to the whole wide world; we 
want to announce by our life that meeting Jesus is the best 

Beginning 2011, in 
a circular letter, Fr 
Gustavo Agin Re-
gional Superior of 
the Region Fr Au-
guste Etchecopar, 
quoted a religious 
on the theme of the 
year of the Vicari-
ates of the Latin 
America. The NEF 
echoes these words 
to give  the Bethar-
ram family a further 
incentive to prepare 
the upcoming gen-

eral Chapter.  

Betharramites, say “yes” to Life ! 



 

 

Page 6 Family News 

thing that happened to us and that this is something which 
makes us  happy. We want to make it known that Life is a 
call and a commitment. We want to defend it and make it 
increase: in our religious communities, schools parishes 
and youth movements. We want to keep  intact in us that 
life which was in Jesus and which drove him to give him-
self up totally to the Will of God, and so thus to live out his 
Pascal mystery, and save us from the power of sin. We 
want to make the Pascal mystery of Jesus our way of life. 

Go for life! This is our battle cry in the face of the culture 
of death which separates, divides and kills. The culture of 
the intoxicated of television, radio, internet and the other 
means of communication; a culture which belittles Life, 
weakens it, makes fun of it and reduces it to sex or sees it 
as a toy in the hands of political, economical, media, so-
cial or religious power. Today we are saying NO to the 
culture of death and a definite YES to Life and to its cul-
ture of dignity, recovery, of unity, of awareness, of under-
standing, of tolerance, a culture of life which has no fear 
of differences, which excludes no one, which attaches 
importance to what is held in common, which achieves 
projects, which  dreams great dreams, which is fascinated 
by all that can be done for children and the youth, for the 
poor and the needy. A Life which becomes a family 
through a man and a woman, the children and grand chil-
dren who are born of it; a life which lasts, which devel-
ops, and which is a school of love and of tenderness. 

This humility of God  and his discretion we ought to be 
able to include them into our spiritual life. This is a con-
version which is never over. The obedience of the Son has 
been the perfect model: “We must set great store on hu-
mility, be obedient. Love  not to be noticed by the world.  
Our Lord Jesus Christ was obedient although he was 
God, because he was also man. And although he was God 

The Incarnation: God in human weakness 
4. Humility: a struggle and a gift 
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Next June, three 
Indian Betharramites 
will finish their stud-
ies in Oscott College 
(Birmingham). A 
multiple voice Inter-
view with Pascal, 
Vincent and Wilfred. 

5 MINUTES WITH…  Pascal, Vincent & Wilfred 

Nef: What was your first reaction and what were your feel-
ings when the Superiors asked you to go to England for a 
period of four years?  And how were you welcomed in Eng-
land? - Pascal: It was the time when Indian Vicariate was 
bereaving over the death of Fr. Xavier Ponthokkan (His Su-
perior, who died in a car accident, editor’s note). I was in 
my regency experience in Assam when I heard from my su-
periors. I was thrilled and little concerned about what is go-
ing to happen. At the same time I was amenable to take the 
challenges which lie ahead. When I reached England I was 
given a warm welcome and made feel at home… For me too, 
it was a total surprise, when Fr. Austin asked me whether I 
would like to come to England to do my theology for four 
years. He told me to think about it and to give a reply after a 
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to build a community stronger in its faith. So far eight candi-
dates have come forward. We are offering the young a stag-
gered formation – study of the Word, meeting times, sharing 
and prayer. Our first meeting was very positive. 

At present we are refurbishing the house where we live to 
become a retreat centre and it needs extensive repairs!  
Things are taking place little by little, thanks to the support 
of the Betharramite community and all the volunteers who 
are helping us as much as possible. We would love other 
Betharramite laity (and not only Argentineans) to come and 
join us for a while. There is no shortage of work! 

Of course, it was tough leaving Buenos Aires, our friends, 
family and creature comforts. But since we got here 
Providence has been showing us the way; every day we 
are discovering the meaning of our presence and our mis-
sion. With this we are fully content; we can feel the hap-
piness and peace of him who is seeking to do God’s will 
and to serve Christ in his brothers. We are amazed to see 
how God is calling us despite our weaknesses;  if we keep  
our heart available, He looks after everything else. 
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We got married two and a half years ago; we had both 
begun a theology course when we began to think that ours 
was a vocation to religious life, next we resumed our 
studies as laity while at the same time there were those 
who were wondering about this choice. Who would ever 
have though that the Lord would send us, years later, to a 
place where such a formation was going to be necessary? 

During our first year of married life we had plenty of prob-
lems – financial, professional, and lodging. But by the begin-
ning of 2010, providence upset the situation; we both found a 
well paid job which pleased us; at last we were enjoying sta-
bility and comfort which we both longed for... but was this 
what we really wanted? Basically we were both conscious 
that the Lord was calling us to what seemed like madness; 
we could hardly talk about it since before getting married we 
already had a missionary project which didn’t materialise. 

In December 2010 Gustavo and Roxana had invited us to the 
Mission in January at Santiago del Estero. Here we saw the 
possibility of real discernment and taking into account the 
words of John Paul II. “The mission starts there where we 
are. But mission ad gentes can also be entrusted to the laity. 
May the Grace which you have received change you into 
pilgrims capable of leaving house and home to share the 
wealth of Christ where ever the Church needs you”. 

With the experience of Santiago emerged our missionary 
vocation at great depth, but in an original way: to be Betha-
rramite missionaries, to share what we have lived during 
the summer mission, the communion between the religious 
and the laity, members of the same family, so that others 
may experience the charism of Betharram. And that’s how 
we have landed in El Siambon, a sector totally devoid of 
priests in the province of Tucuman, trying to respond here 
I am to the calls of the Church and the Congregation. 

After studying the pastoral needs a priority emerged; forma-
tion of catechists among the young people of the sector so as 

Early stages of the Betharramite Mission in El Siambon 

They are called 
Thomas and Nata-
lie; since the end 
of the month of 

February they are 
Betharramite mis-
sioners in a rural 

area in the north of 
Argentina. How did 
they come to be 
there? “The ways 
of the Lord are 

impenetrable, but 
in a mysterious 
fashion he was 
preparing our 

heart”…  

A testimony 
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and man, he made his humanity to be obedient, which he 
considered to be nothing in the presence of the divinity. 
To be obedient in his nothingness! The more one loses 
sight of self, the more one finds God and in a much better 
state – sanctified, transformed, divinised.” (DS 176) “Our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ told us: We must take the 
last place. It is the one which He took. If we despised our-
selves, we would find that it is the one that suits us. We 
wouldn’t be comparing ourselves with others; in the last 
place, there is  only one place; there is neither compari-
son nor choice.” (DS 175) 

Now to practise this virtue, St Michael Garicoits points 
out a great obstacle: Pride is the obstacle to humility. He 
who is humble knows that he is God’s creature and that 
he is therefore not God; God is his Lord and Master. For 
him his neighbour is not a competitor to be kept down to 
overcome him, nor to be fought against pretending that he 
is getting in our way; he is brother created in the image  
of God and redeemed by Jesus Christ, just like me.  
Hence this expression dear to St Michael Garicoits which 
we have difficulty in explaining. “God is everything, I am 
nothing”. His formula is to be understood in the orienta-
tion of our dependence on God;  it is clear. “God is every-
thing, without him, I am nothing”  

“Pride is the source of all evil, the deepest of wounds: let  
me rise! To cure it God says Let me go down! He could 
easily made his divinity shine. But he could see the wound 
in my heart, the desire to shine: Let me rise! And Jesus 
says, let me go down! The Word sinks lower than the an-
gels, in the meanest of hovels in a miserable hamlet. Then 
for 33 years obedient until death on a cross. Our Lord 
appeared to be what he wasn’t, what he couldn’t be, that 
is a sinner, guilty of all the crimes. He put up with all the 
accusations, the insults, being spat upon and dressed in 
the red cloak” (MS 143). When are we going to under-
stand that the first of all our duties and the most impor-
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From the recollec-
tion given to the 
Fraternity Nè Mè 
(Adiapodoumé, 
18th December 
2010). 



 

 

Page 8 Family News 
B
I
R
D
’
S
 
E
Y
E
 
V
I
E
W
 

� 
St Michael 
Region 

tant, and at the same time the most precious, is that we 
should present ourselves before God and his ministers 
recognising and confessing our nothingness, submitting to 
them and saying “Here I am” (Corr. 1, 163). 

The poverty and humility of God which we see in Bethle-
hem are an invitation for us to contemplate human weak-
ness as the place chosen for the Incarnation. To accept 
this reality is to accept our condition as a creature instead 
of usurping the Creator’s place. It’s having right relations 
with the Father who wants us as his beloved children. It’s 
having a better chance of making a success of our lives by 
using all our energy to overcome our inclination of being 
occupied with ourselves and putting all our trust in God 
our Father who is able to change all our weaknesses.  

Vicariate of the Ivory Coast 
Praying for peace � On Sunday, March 20th, two miles 
from their church, the St. Bernard parishioners have made 
their Lenten pilgrimage at the Marianist community. Be-
tween the meditation of the Cross and Eucharist, Fr 
Laurent Bacho preached on the theme: "As church com-
munity, let us consider the others as brothers: a require-
ment of our baptism." Calling for communion and fellow-
ship in the dark times the country is facing, the talk was 
followed by an adequate time of sharing. Participants came 
away happy and strengthened by this interlude of grace. 

Vicariate of Argentina-Uruguay 
Salt of the earth and yeast in the dough � On March 
12-13, 70 young people gathered at the College of the 
Sacred Heart of Barracas to take part in the 2011 Meeting 
of Animation and Leadership. There were two levels of 
training and intense work guided by professional adults 
and members of the team of the Vicariate involved in 
Youth Pastoral. The workshops ranged from self-
knowledge, to analysis of post-postmodernism, from the 
“Multiple Intelligences” to the techniques of Leadership 
and Communication. The meeting, lived in an atmosphere 

La
ur

en
t 

B
ac

ho
, SC

J 

� 
Fr. Etchecopar 
Region 

 

 

Page 9 # 59 | 14th April 2011 
O
F
 
T
H
E
 
C
O
N
G
R
E
G
A
T
IO
N
 

Việt 
Nam  

of genuine friendship and brotherhood, ended by the cele-
bration of the Mass of the youth and a festive lunch. 

Vicariate of England 

Same charism, different vocations � On March 12th  
seven Betharramite priests and brothers spent a day with 
40 Companions of Betharram at Widney Manor near Soli-
hull. Fr.Gaspar Fernendez helped the reflection with talks 
about the spirit of St. Michael and the journey through 
Lent. The day was spent with a mixture of prayer, picnic, 
talk, reflection and the enjoyment of one another's com-
pany, together with a serious quest to deepen each 
other's sense of vocation. Before the final Eucharist, Fr. 
Gaspar recalled the St. Michael's insistence on finding 
God where we are, and working out our salvation in our 
own circumstances. 

Vicariate of India 

Ready to serve � On March 30th, Fr Stervin Fernando 
finished the course and got the degree in pastoral counsel-
ing and religious formation in Pune. Fr Stervin is very 
happy about this course which allowed him to know better 
himself and, so, to help others to reach their own vocation. 
By this way, he will be able to render service to the Church 
through our Congregation in Bangalore. Congratulations 
and all the best for the assistant of the Novices Master! 

Something new from the East � The first Vietnamese to 
knock at the door of our Congregation was welcomed as 
candidate on March 4th, in the prayerful atmosphere of the 
chapel in the diocesan centre of Thanh Hoa. Fr Jiripaht 
Raksikhao came from Thailand, one hour flight away, to 
meet for the first time Joseph Vu Van Tuan. He will now 
be his person of reference. After a few words of thanks-
giving and encouragement, he handed over to the young 
Vietnamese the cross, which was formerly blessed by Fr 
Jean-Luc Morin. Up to March 20th, the secretary-bursar 
general and the assistant superior of Ban Garicoits visited 
the country to create links and probe new perspectives for 
the future. Let us rejoice and pray for this new shoot of 
hope in the Betharram family! 
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