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protect them from the weather.  Fortunately it 
rains especially during the hot season and, 
even at night the rain is easier to put up with. 
Their thirty odd chapels are falling into ruins. 
However the thing which worries them most 
is the fact that they cannot speed up the in-
struction of so many Christians, and to leave 
thousands of catechumens without the cate-
chists to help them on their way to Baptism. 

In any case, such sufferings are shared by all 
the Fathers in their different districts. Now 
that we can rely on help from France, we are 
beginning to resume our activities. In a few 
days time we shall have a few young candi-
dates whom we are going to direct towards 
the Seminary. Father Lacoste has reopened 
two schools. Frs. Trezzi and Oxibar are only 
waiting for the “go ahead” and some help to 
reopen theirs. Fr Pirmez is taking the neces-
sary steps for the same purpose. Soon the Sis-
ters will be resuming their mission at Pao-
Shan; already they are developing their or-
phanage at Tali. It is now real Spring after the 
cold of Winter. We only need a good shower 
of rain to revive the plants which seem to be 
dead.  We hope that it will be likewise for the 
activities of our mission in Tali. 

• On Thursday 10th June in Asuncion, Br. Alberto Zaracho Barrios made 
his final profession in our Congregation.  

• On Friday 11th June, feast of the Heart of Jesus, Br. Thomas Hiran           
Klinbuakaew was ordained as a priest in Chiang Maï.  

• On Sunday 20th June in Olton will be ordained as deacons                             
Br. Vincent Masilamani, Br. Pascal Ravi and Br. Wilfred Perepadan.  

Let us pray for our young brothers, and let us give thanks to God                   
with the Vicariates of Paraguay, Thailand, India and England. 
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Our beloved Pope Benedict XVI has focussed the Year of 
Priests on the Heart of Jesus, quoting the Cure d’Ars:  The 
Priesthood is the love of the heart of Jesus”. As religious 
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus we can identify with that 
spirituality. Our Father, St Michael Garicoits immersed 
himself in the contemplation of the Heart of the Incarnate 
Word, his loving obedience to the will of his Father, ask-
ing him to be a Son and only a Son, and so to be the loving 
brother of the whole of humanity. Taking inspiration from 
the retreat preached to the Pope by Cardinal Vanhoye in 
2008 – Receiving Christ, our Sovereign Priest – I am in-
viting you to enter the priestly Heart of Christ. 

Christ’s priesthood is not centred on external ritual activi-
ties, sacrifices and holocausts, but by the attitudes and de-
cisions of his heart, from the moment of his conception 
and throughout his entire life which was to be an offering, 
and an act of fraternal solidarity. “This is what he said on 
coming into the world: You who wanted no sacrifice or 
oblation, prepared a body for me. You took no pleasure in 
holocausts or sacrifices for sin; then I said; My God, here 
I am!  I am coming to do your will” (Hebrews 10, 5-7 and 
Psalm 40, 7-9) – Mystery of the Incarnation. 

The decisive moment is the Passion of Jesus. There, Jesus 
is the victim of mankind’s sins. Although he was innocent 
he is treated as though he was guilty: pursued, betrayed, 
sold, disowned, humiliated, ill treated, condemned, scourged, 
spat upon, nailed to the cross... This is the result of the 
human nature which he had assumed to the end. 
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The faithful reply given through love in obedience to his 
Father and in pity for mankind, is the expression of a radi-
cal change leading to a new Alliance, a new heart and a 
new spirit. “Everything was changed from the inside, be-
ginning with the heart. What was diametrically most op-
posed to love has become the occasion for a greater love, 
thanks to the generosity of the heart of Jesus. You could 
not imagine anything more opposed to the advancement 
of love: injustice, cruelty or treason. And yet, everything 
which was opposed to love becomes the scene of an abun-
dance of love, in an extraordinary excess. The secret of all 
this is to be found in the Heart of Jesus, that is in the love 
of Jesus” (Cardinal  Vanhoye). 

It would be a travesty of the truth to say that his sufferings 
had been willed by God. No father could want the tragedy 
endured by Jesus during his passion. It is rather the Fa-
ther, through love for his Son, who bears unjust suffering 
by suffering with him. 

But, however impressive they may be, it is not the external 
sufferings which bought our salvation. “They would only have 
been tragic and shocking events”. It was rather the filial and 
fraternal decision taken by Jesus in his heart, in the midst of so 
much suffering, which gives them a redeeming value, making 
them an opportunity for “a love carried to the extreme”. 

His Father’s will was something totally different. His will con-
sisted in the fact that a man, in such tragic situations, could be 
swept along by love which unites and not by hatred which 
divides, or vengeance which aggravates an already tragic 
situation. In this situation the Son continues to obey: Father, 
not my will but yours be done! (Luke 22,42) and like a com-
passionate and merciful brother for the whole of humanity: 
Father, forgive them, for they know not what they are doing! 
(Luke 23,34) Instead of the rebel he could have been, who 
would think only of himself, and egged on by hatred, would 
try to impose his own will and be victorious over his persecu-
tors. It became necessary to break the spiral of violence and 
revenge, bringing a new response, that of love to the point of 
giving one’s life and which would open a new way of living. 
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THE BETHARRAMITE ADVENTURE IN CHINA THE BETHARRAMITE ADVENTURE IN CHINA THE BETHARRAMITE ADVENTURE IN CHINA THE BETHARRAMITE ADVENTURE IN CHINA 6666 

Continuation of Fr Trezzi’s letter: “I believe that the brethren 
here are strong enough to put up with the actual deprivations 
and a bit more. We have still a little rice left; on the other 
hand, our Christians have nothing left. It’s quite some time 
since they have finished scraping the bottom of their stocks. 
Every day one or other of them brings me a few wild toma-
toes or a few herbs from the forest in exchange for a little 
rice, not for him but for the children who don’t know the 
meaning of war and why there is no rice in the cooking pot. 
Then I go up to the loft, close my eyes and try taking from 
the surface so as not to feel the bottom; I then give it saying 
to myself there is certainly still plenty of rice in the basket.” 

Father Etchaide wrote to me: “We are certainly not rolling 
in it, but which of us would dare to expect a better fare?”  
A better fare? Without wanting to appear too demanding 
they could have hoped for an improvement. Often they 
only had a few herbs to season their rice which they ate 
with the utmost frugality to make it last as long as possi-
ble. Fr Etchaide could tell you that one day they didn’t 
have anything to eat. Consequently they had to space out 
their visits to each other for confession, for they had no 
more shoes and the paths are stony in that region. 

Father Oxibar wrote to me saying: “Every day I feel hap-
pier than the day before”. Thanks to help from the Ameri-
cans I have been able to renew their stocks. However their 
situation is not good. One day when I was apologising for 
not being able to do more, Fr Etchaide said to me “Don’t 
worry, as long as there is a root left on the mountains...”  
if it wasn’t the leaves from the trees with which the locals 
feed their pigs! Actually these Fathers are brave, they are 
heroes, they are “living Garicoits”!  

The state of their Christians worries them more than their 
material situation. They are living in shacks which don’t 
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+ Fr. Jean-Baptiste Magenties, "L’Écho de Bétharram", January 1946 
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15 Feliz cumpleaños Ho. Victor Torales 
17 Joyeux anniversaire P. Jean Laclau 
23 15° di professione, auguri P. Massimo Motta 
24 Joyeux  anniversaire P. Dominique Etchépare 
25 Bom aniversário 

60° di sacerdozio, auguri 
60 ans de sacerdoce 

Ir. Marcelo Rodrigues da Silva 
P. Andrea Antonini 
P. Gérard Badie 

26 Joyeux anniversaire P. Jean Couret, F. Marius Angui 

27 Bom aniversário 
40° di sacerdozio, auguri 

Ir. Robson Antonio Leite 
P. Pietro Felet 

28 Bom aniversário 
Feliz cumpleaños 
35 years of priesthood 
30° di sacerdozio, auguri 

Ir. Pedro Waldomiro Merlo 
P. Milciades Ortigoza Acosta 
Fr Anthony Madej 
P. Ercole Ceriani 
P. Mario Longoni 
P. Enrico Frigerio 

29 15 years of profession 
55 ans de sacerdoce 
50 años de sacerdocio 
felicidades 
45 ans de sacerdoce 
félicitations 

Fr. Biju Paul Alappat 
P. Gabriel Verley 
P. Antonio Cano 
P. Carlos Rodriguez 
P. Jean Couret 
P. Firmin Bourguinat 

30 Joyeux anniversaire P. Jean  Lambert 
 

   
2 Buon compleanno P. Massimo Motta 

3 Joyeux anniversaire P. Eugène Lhouerrou 
4 Buon compleanno 

Feliz cumpleaños 
Joyeux anniversaire 

P. Carlo Ruti, P. Enrico Frigerio 
P. Fulgencio Ferreira 
P. Hervé Kouamé Kouakou 

5 Joyeux anniversaire P. Jacky Moura 
6 Feliz cumpleaños 

35 ans de sacerdoce 
P. Gilberto Ortellado  
P. Michel Vignau 

7 Feliz cumpleaños P. José María Ruiz 
8 Joyeux anniversaire P. Pierre Caset 
11 Buon compleanno 

Joyeux anniversaire 
10 years of priesthood 

P. Arialdo Urbani 
P. Joseph Ruspil 
Fr. Chaiyot Charoenkun 

12 Feliz cumpleaños Ho. Roberto Miner 
14 Bom aniversário P. Joachim Soares Moreira 
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We have been saved through the love of the Heart of Je-
sus; despite the struggles and contradictions which he en-
countered, nothing could prevent him from acting out of 
the love received from his Father from all eternity, and 
“with the love which was his as Son of God in his human 
nature, and with the sufferings, the sentiments and the 
decisions of mankind” (id). 

In this tragic situation love was his reply to the will of the 
Father of reconciliation, of unity and of communion. So far 
nobody had been able to bring such a response: the wish 
for an alliance, for unity and communion would have been 
nothing more than good intentions, for no human heart was 
able to reply while thinking of the Father and of everyone 
else, each one replying according to his own interests. As 
for Jesus, he answered by risking to lose everything be-
cause he trusts the love of the Father who is faithful to his 
promises and who cannot abandon him. 

The priestly mediation of Christ’s love unites two funda-
mental attitudes: filial obedience to the Father and fraternal 
humility, pity and gentleness towards all mankind. Obedi-
ence and solidarity with sinners rather than division and 
harshness towards them. Through our Baptism and Holy 
Orders we participate in the priesthood of Jesus Christ so 
we should be enlivened by that love which wrought our 
salvation. “May they be so completely one that the world 
will realise that it was you who sent me and that I have 
loved them as much as you have loved me” (Jn 17, 23). 

Ytà{xÜ Xàv{xvÉÑtÜ ãÜÉàxAAA  
I am very sure that during this lovely month you are letting the Sacred 
Heart know the gratitude and pride you feel at the thought of bearing the 
name of his divine Heart and of being the ministers of his mercy. At the 
sight of this open wound which is proof of the hidden wound of his love, 
you must often say to him: Oh Love! Without beginning, without end and 
without measure! My poor love of a day longs for you and cries out to you: 
Here I am! Ecce venio!...           
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To the Religious at San Jose College, 
Buenos Aires, 18th June 1882 
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Growth in Faith and in Life 

Is it possible to receive a more beautiful gift from the 
Church, or from the Lord, than the words which we have just 
heard: “My Father will love him, and we shall come to him 
and make our home with him” (John, 14, 23)! Be told that 
our Father in Heaven will love us – how many persons would 
love to hear such a word of love and will never hear it. Hear 
that our Father in Heaven will come and make his home with 
us! Can there be anything more beautiful than to hear that the 
beloved accepts to come and make his home with me! You 
would want your house to be very beautiful. To hear it said 
that “we shall come and make our home with him”; not to do 
any old thing but to give fuller meaning to your life! This is 
what several of you wrote in your letters to me: to be con-
firmed is not only to be a better practising Christian, but to 
be at the service of our brothers in humanity! 

Dear confirmation candidates, such an expression is the 
magnificent gift which you are receiving; but it is also a 
magnificent gift for me, Archbishop of Rabat, and I want 
to tell you that the Heavenly Father not only loves the 
handful of Christians that we are, but all men of good 
will, and especially the Muslims who make up the major-
ity of my diocese. God’s love well and truly knows no 
bounds... God loves all the Muslims... and what wonder-
ful times I have with them! 

As I accept this gift, I want to talk about what you wrote 
to me in your letters. Practically, you nearly all said that 
you must become “adults in your faith”; you were bap-
tised as infants and you are now aware that your lives as 
Christians are no longer your parent’s problem but yours, 
and that actually you need adults to accompany you on 
your way! It’s great to be “an adult in your faith” but you 
will only achieve that if, at the same time, you accept to 
become more and more adult in your own life; thanks to 
your studies, you are going to acquire important skills, 

On the 9th May, 
Mgr Vincent     
Landel, SCJ, 
Archbishop of 

Rabat (Morocco) 
was invited to 

Rome to confirm 
36 teenagers 

from the Lycee 
Chateaubriand, in 
the church of St 
Louis des Fran-

çais. His sermon, 
of which we are 
publishing impor-
tant extracts, can 
be considered as 

a light for the 
confirmation can-

didates as for 
those already 
confirmed... 
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At the end of this chat, what would you like to say to us? - 
On the verso of the only ordination card which I have 
kept you can see: “By the grace of God, priest – priestly 
ordination – Father Mario Sosa Gamarra – 10th December 
1966 – Asuncion, Paraguay” God chose me undeserving 
as I was. During my lifetime he has given me the grace of 
being associated with the vocation of Jesus Christ. I want 
to thank the  Congregation of Betharram for allowing me 
to live out my vocation of religious and priest. From 
Rome, city of saints and martyrs, I would like to send this 
same message to all my Betharramite confreres: Forward 
march! Forward march all the time! 

Help us, through your powerful inter-
cession, never to fall short of this sub-
lime vocation, nor to give way to our 
selfishness, to the allurements of the 
world and to the wiles of the Evil One. 
 
Preserve us with your purity, guard 
us with your humility and enfold us 
with your maternal love… 
 
Mother of the Church, we priests 
want to be pastors who do not feed 
themselves but rather give themselves 
to God for their brethren, finding 
their happiness in this. Not only with 
words, but with our lives, we want to 
repeat humbly, day after day, Our 
“here I am”. 

Immaculate Mother, in this place of 
grace, called together by the love    
of your Son Jesus the Eternal High 
Priest, we, sons in the Son and his 
priests, consecrate ourselves to your 
maternal Heart, in order to carry   
out faithfully the Father’s Will. 
 
We are mindful that, without Jesus, 
we can do nothing good (cf. Jn 15:5) 
and that only through him, with him 
and in him, will we be instruments   
of salvation for the world… 
 
Mother of Mercy, it was your Son 
Jesus who called us to become like 
him: light of the world and salt of  
the earth (cf. Mt 5:13-14). 

ACT OF CONSECRATION OF PRIESTS TO THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARYACT OF CONSECRATION OF PRIESTS TO THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARYACT OF CONSECRATION OF PRIESTS TO THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARYACT OF CONSECRATION OF PRIESTS TO THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY    

PRAYER OF THE POPE BENEDICT XVI (excerpt - Fatima, 12 May 2010) 
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anti-Catholic spirit which reigned in state education at the 
time. Today, more than 5.000 pupils are educated in the five 
colleges under the care of Betharram in the country. So, the 
Congregation remains faithful to the mission received from 
the Church 106 years ago. Education is the principal aim of 
our presence in Paraguay, but not the only one. 

Under what circumstances and why have you been inter-
ested in sectarian movements? - At the time when I was 
Parish Priest in the Sacred Heart Church in Ciudad del 
Este in the 1980’s I was confronted by this problem. I felt 
helpless in the face of the spread of sects and the way they 
were causing confusion in my parish. At the time I was 
lucky in meeting an old Jesuit priest who had a long ex-
perience in the field of sects. On his advice I was able to 
perfect a simple catechism for adults which was quickly 
adopted by the neighbouring parishes. When I returned to 
the Capital, the Archbishop of Asuncion appointed me 
coordinator of the team for the promotion of the Catholic 
faith in his archdiocese. Already the final document after 
the CELAM conference in San Domingo had asked for 
the people to be instructed about the sectarian problem. 

What are you expecting from this international meeting of 
priests at the end of this special year? - This Year for Priests 
has given us a wonderful opportunity to renew our commit-
ment as religious and priests of Betharram. This Church initia-
tive is all the more urgent at a time of crises and scandals as we 
see now. Besides, the new organisation of our Congregation in 
Regions and Vicariates encourages us to rediscover our voca-
tion and our religious life, both personally and in community. 

What would you say to a young man telling you of his desire 
to consecrate his life to the Lord? - I would tell him that the 
Apostles never regretted being faithful to their vocation. If this 
young man received the call, let him go ahead despite difficul-
ties. The aim is good and praiseworthy: forward march, forward 
march all the time, as St Michael Garicoits would say. 
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you are going to assume responsibilities, you are going to 
make choices in life... isn’t that much the same kind of 
action you should be taking in your faith? Your faith life 
can’t be satisfied with Sunday Mass; it’s in every aspect 
of your ordinary life, family, social, economic, political 
that you will have to add your Christian dimension. The 
Spirit whom you are going to receive will bring you that 
wisdom, strength, intelligence, and council, to progress as 
Christian men and women. 

You told me about the doubts you have about your lives 
as Christians; there are times when we ask ourselves 
questions. It’s normal for you as for me. To have doubts 
is not refusing to believe; it’s trying to understand better 
something which today seems mysterious. Don’t be afraid 
of such doubts, they’ll help you to grow in faith. The 
Holy Spirit will bring you the light you are going to need. 

It is important not to settle down in our doubts, but to hear 
Christ saying to us “Don’t be afraid” just as John Paul II 
and Benedict XVI have repeated. I have no receipts to 
give you, but when you are assailed by doubts, don’t hesi-
tate to pray, look on HIM who loves you; don’t hesitate to 
turn to the Word of God with others. The Gospel is a mes-
sage which day by day sheds the light which you are go-
ing to need, above all if we accept help from others... our 
elders in the faith are holier than we are, but they can help 
us to ask ourselves the real questions which will help us 
to progress. 

Several of you spoke to me about a commitment; it’s true 
– someone who has been confirmed can’t just sit there 
doing nothing, watching a Church and a world in the 
building process. There are different commitments to be 
involved in – catechetics, scouts, helping the homeless, 
etc. There is also humanitarian aid, but do it as a Chris-
tian. Humanitarian aid is beyond us, but can give such a 
sense to our lives!      

 

The holy Spirit 
that the Father 
will send in my 
name - he will 
teach you every-
thing and remind 
you of all that I 
told you.         
(Jn 14:26) 
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Rome, 20th June 1525. Jubilee year! On the banks of the 
Tiber piles of branches washed up by the swollen river.  
In search of fire wood, a poor woman, holding her child 
by the hand came down the bank near the Ripetta, not far 
from the Piazza del Popolo. While his mother was look-
ing for firewood the child was enjoying himself on the 
bank. Suddenly he was thrown off balance by a big wave 
and was being dragged into the river. Realising that her 
child was going to drown the woman screamed out in de-
spair; in vain – there was no one around to come to her 
help. Instinctively she looked towards an ancient archway 
in which was an image of Mary holding her son Jesus.  
She looked at it with eyes full of tears and in a tearful 
voice cried: “Good Mother, save my child”. 

Just as the child was in danger of being swept away by the 
swollen river, a beautiful lady appeared to him. The beauti-
ful Lady dressed in white, stretched out her arms to him and 
pulling the child from the water, placed him on the bank of 
the river where his mother’s cries for help could still be 

heard. People rushed to the scene only to find the 
child safe and sound and that the mysterious lady 
had disappeared. But the child related everything 
that had happened to him and his mother pointed 
to the image of Mary whom she had implored. 

News of the miracle spread through Rome like 
wild fire and popular devotion turned the place 
into a place of pilgrimage: scores of people 
would go there every day asking for the help of 
the Madonna who had appeared on the banks of 
the Tiber. Pope Clement VII had a chapel built 
to protect the fresco and this was the beginning 
of the devotion to Our Lady of the Miracles. 

Although distant  
in time and space, 

there are two 
sanctuaries which 
hold in common a 
similar and touch-
ing tale, that of a 

child saved      
from death by 

drowning.   

Part 1:                  
Our Lady of    

Miracles, Rome,                 
485 years ago.  

Our Lady of Miracles | Our Lady of Betharram 

She who rescues from the waters (1)  
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5 MINUTES WITH…  Father Mario Sosa 

� � 

The end of the 
Year for Priests 
witnessed the 
arrival in Rome 
in general and 
via Brunetti in 
particular of 
priests from all 
over the world; 
they were re-
sponding to the 
Pope’s invitation 
to meet in Rome 
for a renewal of 
their priesthood.  
Amongst these 
was Father 
Mario Sosa, 
Paraguayan by 
nationality and 
Betharramite by 
profession.  We 
wanted to get to 
know him better. 

Nef: Could you tell us something about your vocation as 
religious and priest? - My vocation, like every religious 
and priestly vocation is a miracle of the personal love of 
Christ. He lets us participate freely in his vocation at the 
call of God the Father.  He lets us participate in the gener-
ous offering of himself: “You wanted neither holocausts 
nor sacrifices, so here I am, I have come to do your 
will” (Psalm 39). And so it is that in those distant 1950’s I 
entered the seminary at the invitation of an old school 
mate, more through curiosity than anything else. And fun-
nily enough some time later this same friend who had 
been instrumental in my first contact with the Bethar-
ramite family had left the seminary. 

As you reflect on your journey, what does all that mean to 
you? - From the summit of my 70 years of age and in this 
Year for Priests, I thank God for my vocation. I don’t regret 
having followed the path marked out for me by Providence. 
I feel totally fulfilled as a person, as a Christian and as a 
priest. I held positions of responsibility in both colleges and 
parishes, I have had many interesting experiences. In the 
long run, I feel the joy and satisfaction of someone who has 
served and who is still serving with love and through love. 

What is your ministry today? - I am back for a second time 
in the community of the Apostolic College San Jose; my 
responsibility as chaplain allows me to continue enriching 
the educational work with the Betharramite charisma, and 
to live fully my vocation as religious and priest. 

In Paraguay Betharram has been very involved in the work 
of education.  What stakes can you see for your country, for 
the Church and for Betharram? - Priests from Betharram 
arrived in Paraguay in 1904 at the express request of the 
Bishop; he wanted then to look after the education of the 
youth. In this way he wanted to counteract the secular and 
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at them during the week; he has left countless copy books 
in which he noted the accompaniment for the hymns. 

Every Friday regularly and before the time, he would be 
in the Church in Montaud for choir practice. Saturdays 
and Sundays he greeted the parishioners with his usual 
goodness, and  outstretched hand. 

On the feast days and birthdays of members of the choral 
he contributed his usual joy and with a loud voice would 
let out the cry IRRINTZINA* which echoed far beyond 
the presbytery walls. On the eve of his funeral, the whole 
group of the choir came to express their gratitude to 
Benat. On the day of the funeral they were all there to say 
that they depended on his support to help them to carry on 
with such a fine service for the Christian community. 

Being some one of good relationship, he was Chaplain to 
the Basques in Pau “Lagunt eta maita” (meaning help and 
love) for ten years and from 2007 he was also chaplain to 
the Confraternity of the Cherries of Itxassou. 

Being some one of good relationship, Benat accepted 
gladly to greet the pilgrims whenever the Superior of the 
Sanctuary requested. He was happy helping the pilgrims 
discover the beauty of the place.   

Being some one of good relationship, he could be near to 
the disabled in the Retirement Home. He had no fear of 
death, and had prepared his funeral service himself. He 
was a very lively member of the community right up to 
the moment of his departure to his Heavenly Father on 
31st May, feast of Our Lady’s Visitation. 

Gaston Gabaix-Hialé,SCJ 

* Irrintzina, from "irri" meaning laughter and "Intzina" = a moan, a piercing cry 
(lasting up to 30 seconds). L Irrintzina has been utered from the dawn of hi-
story for different occasions; it can be the agressive cry of soldiers or the cry of 
joy celebrating some joyful ocasion, for example a wedding or the village festi-
val. It can also be the rallying cry of the shepherds in the mountains. 
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Furthermore, the little oratory was in a zone endangered 
by the whims of the River Tiber. 

In 1539 the Capuchins were entrusted with the care of the 
chapel which was to become their first residence in Rome.  
Meanwhile they began looking for a healthier spot away 
from the floods. Another caretaker of Our Lady of the Mira-
cles was St Camillus of Lellis. He had started his mission in 
the nearby St James’s Hospital and it was in this same 
chapel that he was ordained priest with four companions and 
that he dedicated himself to the service of the sick. This was 
on 8th September 1854, date of the foundation of the Minis-
ters of the Sick, and the simple little chapel naturally became 
the headquarters of the new Religious Congregation. 

However being near to the Tiber was not a good sign. By 
decision of Cardinal Salviati, the original fresco was taken 
down and removed to the Church of St James, at that time 
under construction, leaving only a copy of the Virgin with 
her Child. Instead of turning towards the Church of St 
James, the people continued their devotions on the spot 
where the miracle had taken place. Wonders took place and 
the reputation of Our Lady of the Miracles spread beyond 
the town. Next the fresco was transferred to the 
church of St Ursula, but it was necessary to 
have a more imposing setting. A magnificent 
sanctuary was constructed, called Our Lady of 
the Miracles. Architectural twin of St Mary in 
Montesanto it too had renowned founders: 
Carlo Rainaldi, Carlo Fontana and Gian 
Lorenzo Bernini. Cardinal Gastaldi proceeded 
with the inauguration of the sanctuary in 1679; 
since then the miraculous image continues to 
bear witness to the showers of graces from the 
maternal presence of Mary. 

Giuseppina Sciascia 
Madre di Dio, July 1990 
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From the 24th April to 21st May I was at the Mother House with 
the “eight young shoots” full of energy and promises for the 
future of Betharram. They represent another eight in the rising 
generation who not only will assure a heritage carefully pre-
served and honed by previous generations but will bring a new 
life style and a new momentum. Opening a new chapter in our 
history, which though new, is none the less a continuation of the 
past. For our young religious love and respect our past history. 

I noticed them speaking with feeling about their vocation, 
about their modals of priests and religious, of their ideal of 
consecrated and community life. I was able to see them ex-
cited about the “holy places” of our charisma (which they 
discovered in reality and not simply on photos). They played 
in the snow – for the majority this was something totally 
new. I saw how they were marked by the Fathers and Broth-
ers who have given their all and who had accompanied them 
throughout their formation, whether Religious of Betharram 
or of other religious families, both male and female. 

I appreciated their openness of mind, their sense of service and 
availability for our Elderly Fathers, as well as towards the 
younger members in the Mother House Community and else-
where. I benefitted from this for my own spiritual life, somewhat 
manhandled by the work culture, dried up and thirsty for the 
Betharramite spirit, and without realising it, for the Love of God. 

Finally, I must admit that I have changed my mind about 
the necessity of my being here at all: what’s the point of 
abandoning a whole Region with its problems and ques-
tions, for a whole month? Simply to be with the young reli-
gious, to accompany them and drink at the source of our 
charisma? A few weeks later, and thanks to the internet 
(www.betharram.net) I can relive those moments shared 
together... emotion and hope swell to the surface intact. 

How good the Lord is for us, Betharramites! For the con-
struction of his Kingdom amidst the poor and excluded, 
he has given us choice little brothers. They represent new 
faces and different colours. We didn’t deserve all this! 

International Session for Final Profession 
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IN MEMORIAM 

France 
Father Benat was born in Itxassou the 25th May 1933, in a 
family of three children. He did his secondary education 
at Our Lady of Betharram College and his novitiate in 
Pau.  He made his final profession in the service of Christ 
in 1953. There was a break of 26 months in his philoso-
phy and theology studies for his military service: 4 
months in Germany and 22 months in Algeria. This ex-
perience made a deep impression on him making him dar-
ing and brave. 

Afterwards he finished his training and was ordained 
priest on the 29th June 1961 in Bordeaux. True son of St 
Michael Garicoits he left for Africa, did a course in Pas-
toral formation in Haute Volta – today Burkina Faso, be-
fore going to Ivory Coast, first of all in Ferkassedougou 
and then in Katiola where he remained until 1971 

He returned to Europe to finish a degree in Spanish.  Dur-
ing this time he launched the Mouvement Eucharistique 
des Jeunes in the Ozanam College in Limoges. With his 
sporting and fiery charisma he was a role model for 
countless youngsters. Next he was named Superior for the 
College-Seminary in Katiola. 

From 1979 to 1984 he was Director of Our Lady of 
Betharram College, then from 1983 to 1990 Director of 
Etchecopar Centre in Saint Palais. He left for Ivory Coast 
until 1994 in spite of a heart attack. 

From 1994 to 2002 he was member of the Chaplaincy 
Community with the Servants of Mary at Anglet. Being a 
man of the high seas, he greatly appreciated the proximity 
of the sea. 

In 2003 he arrived at the Retirement Home in Betharram 
after a few months in Latin America. Soon after his arri-
val Fr Benat he took control of the choral in Montaud 
with his usual enthusiasm and generosity. He would re-
ceive the hymn programmes on Monday, and would work 

Father Beñat Segure 

Itxassou 

 25th May 1933 

� 
Bétharram 

 31st May 2010 



 

 

Page 12 Family News 

In 1942 Fr Henri arrived at the Union des Oeuvres, rue de 
Fleurus in Paris where he stayed until 1968. He was then 
appointed responsible of the chaplaincy community at Notre 
Dame du Refuge, with the Servants of Mary, in Anglet. 

During those years it has not been easy to keep up with 
his apostolic activities throughout France: he took part in 
different Congresses, Social Weeks; he gave Retreats and 
Days of Recollection to Priests and Religious. This in no 
way prevented him from sharing in all kinds of joyful 
events and bereavements in his family. 

In 1976 he was back in the Ozanam College and the Dio-
cese of Limoges where he was Parish Priest in the Parish 
of St Leonard de Noblat until 1995. And then at the ser-
vice of the Diocese. 

For his final years in activity he divided  his time with Pi-
brac and then with the community of Betharram Sanctuary. 

This long trip leaves us with the image of a priest open to all, 
not sparing his time for formation and spiritual direction. 

He lived out the “Here I am” of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
as a true disciple of St Michael Garicoits. His request to 
carry on his priestly ministry right up to the last few 
months of his life is proof of his availability nourished by 
silence, the study of the Word of God and certain spiritual 
writers, especially Fr Varillon, whom he could propose to 
others. He could share what he discovered. 

For 8 years I lived with him with the Servants of Mary; 
and I can say that with him if communication wasn’t terri-
ble, his fraternal charity was real and deep; his faithful-
ness was a source of support for the countless people he 
met during  his lifetime.   

During the final days of his illness he moved from filial 
trust to total abandonment to the Will of the Father, mak-
ing his own the words of Christ: “Into your hands, Father, 
I commend my spirit.” G
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The project for our mission in India was finalised in Sep-
tember 1995 with the opening of Shobhana Shaakha, the 
formation centre for the first young Indians – some who had 
already been knocking at the doors of Betharram previously 
had been housed so far by other religious communities. 

Today, Betharram in India is a small group of religious-
priests and a more important group of young men on for-
mation. Thanks to the web site Betharram.net which sends 
us news about our communities, their faces and activities 
are fairly well known to us. 

“India is a melting pot of religions. Despite its cultural 
and religious wealth, India, today, is wounded and is in 
need of interior liberation”. This is how Fr Biju Alappat, 
actual Superior of Vicariate of India wrote in NEF 22 
(2007). He went on to insist: The Betharram mission con-
sists in the “revelation of the justice and compassion of 
God towards the children and the unfortunate, through the 
choice for the poor, simplicity of life, a personal experi-
ence of God, personal holiness and fraternal life.” Some 
programme! What is the situation three years later? 

The Indian Betharramites are lodged in two formation 
houses, a parish which has been entrusted to them, and a 
whole series of missionary projects (for example at Bidar, 
in the south of India and in dioceses in the north east.) 

In Shobhana Shaakha, our House of Formation in Banga-
lore, we have the novices (Indian and Thai) of the Blessed 
Miriam Region and the young postulants. On the other 
hand, the house in Mangalore receives the students in the-
ology and philosophy as well as students in higher educa-
tion with a view to obtaining a State diploma. 

A new community has just been opened in the diocese of 
Bangalore to take care of a suburban parish. Three young 
priests and two young students are having their pastoral 
experiment in the north-east of the country (in the States of 
Arunchal Pradesh and Assam) under the guidance of the 
Missionaries of St Francis de Sales. Last May in Betharram 

Solidarity Project of the Congregation 
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Page 10 Family News 

� 
St Michael 
Region 

United here and elsewhere � Sr Agatha Mary and Sr Eu-
lalie, Superior General and Bursar General of the Apostolic 
Carmel of Bangalore, were welcomed at the Generalate dur-
ing the month of May. What were they doing here? Visiting 
their Sisters in Genoa and Naples and going to pray on the 
tomb of their Foundress, Mother Veronica, in Pau. It was 
also an opportunity for us to express the thanks of Betharram 
for their support in India and to talk about future projects...  

Vicariate of France - Spain 
Gathering of priests � The Recollection for priests from the 
diocese of Bayonne was held in Betharram on 14th May, for the 
feast of St Michael Garicoits. In Our Lady’s Chapel, in the pres-
ence of a good assistance, Fr Gaspar Fernandez brought out 
the important points of the spirituality of St Michael. The Mass 
was presided by Mgr Marc Aillet and was followed by the ven-
eration of the Saint’s relics. In the afternoon the singing of Ves-
pers brought to a close a day which had been very full. 

during the session preparatory to Final Vows I was able to 
measure with what enthusiasm they returned from their 
training session. Without minimising the difficulties, all 
stressed such a wonderful experience for their spiritual life, 
and the possibility of a new missionary field open up there 
for Betharram. In the month of May the number of reli-
gious-priests increased significantly with the latest ordina-
tions passing the number of Indian priests from 6 to 9. 

This year the whole Congregation is invited to encourage the 
brothers committed to the evangelisation in India.  Let’s leave 
the summing up to Fr Biju Alappat: “God is not asking us to 
succeed. He is simply asking us to try and take each day as it 
comes. Our Heavenly Father knows all  our needs he watches 
over our acts and deeds and blesses us abundantly. He doesn’t 
stop at our limits and gently but firmly shows us the way. 
Let’s do all we can so as not to fail in imitating Christ, as we 
meet and contemplate him in all we meet.” 

Let’s do all we can to support the efforts if the Bethar-
ramite Indians by our prayer, and moral and materiel 
help! E
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� 
Fr. Etchecopar 
Region 

Vicariate of Argentina - Uruguay 
Regional Novitiate � Our house in Adrogue has just opened 
its doors to a new group of South American novices. After their 
preparatory retreat, 4 Brazilians (Paulo, Jeferson, Iran and Mai-
con) and two Paraguayans (Edgar and Cristian) began their 
canonical year on 6th May. Let’s pray for them and for their eld-
ers, the second year novices (Juan Pablo from Argentina, 
Charles from Brazil, Alcides and Raul from Paraguay). 

Vicariate of Brazil 
St Michael with the brass band � At Passa Quatro, in this 
year of the Jubilee of Betharram in Brazil (75 years there) on 
the 14th May, the feast of our founder was celebrated with 
special splendour. After the solemn Mass in the parish 
church, the blue uniforms of the pupils from St Michael’s col-
lege swept through the streets of the city, behind their band 
and under the loud cheers of the people. After a friendly buf-
fet, the afternoon was taken up with all kinds of sporting ac-
tivities. A magnificent day, no doubt! 

Who was Father Henri Nadal? He was born on 22nd May 
1920 in Bayonne to a family of military traditions. He was 
one of 11 children in a deeply Christian family. On 24th 
May he was christened in the Church of St Pierre d’Irube.  

In 1930 he entered Notre Dame de Betharram College. In 
1937 he did his novitiate in Balarin, in the Gers and in 
1938 left for the Holy Land. He made his final commit-
ment at Emmaus on Easter Monday 1942. 

He was ordained priest on 20th February 1944 at the Car-
melite Monastery in Bethlehem. In 1946 he returned to 
France after having done his Military service in Syria in a 
Christian Brothers’ School. 

On his return to France he had to get used to rapid 
changes in the domain of Education: at the Apostolic 
School, at St Affrique College in the Aveyron and at the 
Ozanam School in Limoges.   

Father Henri Nadal   

Bayonne 

 22nd May 1920 

� 
Bétharram 

 12th May 2010 

IN MEMORIAM 

France 


